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The Historical Interpretation of Scripture  
 
 
Reading List : 
 
·  Seventy Weeks, Robert Caringola 
·  Great Prophecies of the Bible, Ralph Woodrow 
·  His Truth is Marching On, Ralph Woodrow 
·  The Present Reign of Jesus Christ, Robert Caringola 
·  Rapture! Prophecy or Heresy, H. Speed Wilson 
·  An Eschatology of Victory,  J. Marcellus Kik 
·  The Millenium, Loraine Boettner 
·  “The Gospel Millenium and Obedience to Scripture”, Robert Whitelaw 
 
 
Reference List:  
·  Horae Apocalypticae, E.B. Elliott 
·  Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Edward Gibbon 
·  The Histories, Tacitus 
·  Foxe’s Book of Martyrs,  John Foxe 
·  Whose Right it Is, Kelley Varner 
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The Seven Churches of Revelation 2,3  
 
 
Ephesus  
(c AD 30 – 100) ·  a relaxation of effort 

  
 

Smyrna   
(c AD 64 – 313) 

·  “anointing oil” (Holy Ghost’s strengthening) 
·  Pagan Rome’s Persecution 

  
 

Pergamus   
(c AD 313 – 606) 

·  “married to power” 
·  Imperial Church (papal beginnings) 

  
 

Thyatira   
(AD 607 – 1517) 

·  “ruled by a woman” 
·  Papal Triumph and Persecution 

  
 

Sardis   
(AD 1517 – 1739) 

·  “precious stone” 
·  Reformation 

  
 

Philadelphia   
(AD 1730 onward) 

·  “brotherly love” 
·  Great Awakening 

  
 

Laodicea   
(AD 1730 onward) ·  “under authority of laity” 
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The Antichrist, Man of Sin, Son of Perdition  
 
Paul writes to the Thessalonians, fully aware that his words must be obscure.  He does not want to give Roman authorities 
reason for persecuting the infant church should his words fall into enemy hands. 
 
Quotations from early church fathers demonstrate an understanding lost to most of present-day Christendom.  The fall of the 
Roman Empire (West) would trigger the rise of the Man of Sin (Antichrist).  This same understanding would be fuel for 
Reformation fires, more than a millenium later. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:3-7  
 
 “... For that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, ... 

Remember ye not, that when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  And now ye know what withholdeth 
that he [the man of sin] might be revealed in his time. ...Only he who letteth [hinders] will let, until he be taken 
out of the way.” 

 
The falling away:  Apostolic doctrine replaced by traditions of men 
The removal of Antichrist's hindrance:  fall of Western Roman Empire in A.D. 476 
 
-“letteth” (let) = restrain 
-Paul says, “What withholdeth” (neuter gender) 
   and “He who letteth [hinders]” (masculine gender) 
-What entity (both neuter and masculine in gender) restrained the rise of Antichrist?  the pagan Roman Empire (neuter) under 
the emperors (masculine) 
-Dispensationalists teach that the hindrance to be taken out of the way is the Holy Spirit! 
 
Note the following quotations: 
 
 Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, A.D. 390, writes, “By the ‘Hindrance’ Paul means the Roman 

Empire.”  This was also believed by Augustine. 
 
 Jerome, A.D. 400, declared, “If St. Paul had written openly and boldly that the man of sin would not come 

until the Roman Empire was destroyed, a just cause of persecution would then appear to have been afforded 
against the Church in her infancy.” 

 
 Bishop Wodsworth wrote in 1850, “The earliest Christian writers declared ... with one voice the ‘he who 

letteth’ was the heathen Roman Empire.” (Apocalypse, p. 520) 
 
 The Amplified Bible, 1958 footnote of 2 Thess. 2:6 states, “Many believe this one who restrains the Antichrist 

to be the Holy Spirit ... A majority think it refers to the Roman Empire.” 
 
It was Ribera who taught the “hindrance” was the Holy Spirit.  The fulfilment in the Roman Empire/Emperors had been the 
consistent voice for century after century. 
 
 Tertullian:  “We pray for the Roman Emperors and empire, for we know that convulsions and calamities are 

threatening the whole world, and the end of the world itself, is kept back by the intervention of the Roman 
empire.” 

 
 Jerome:  “The Roman world rushes to destruction, and we bend not our neck in humiliation ... The hindrance 

in Antichrist's way is removing, and we heed it not ... In that one city [Rome] the whole world hath fallen.” 
 
 Evangrius:  “The Roman Emperors are driven from their kingdoms:  wars rage:  all is commotion:  Antichrist 

must be at hand.” 
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Testimony of Martyrs and Reformers  
 

(reprinted from Great Prophecies of the Bible, by Ralph Woodrow) 
 

John Wyclif  (sometimes spelled Wycliffe), noted English Reformer, taught that the persecuting 
little horn of Daniel had found fulfillment in the Papacy which arose out of the fourth kingdom, 
Rome.  “Why is it necessary in unbelief to look for another Antichrist?” he asked.  “In the Seventh 
Chapter of Daniel, Antichrist is forcefully described by a horn arising in the time of the fourth 
kingdom … wearing out the saints of the most high.”  His book, The Mirror of Antichrist, is filled 
with references to the Pope as Antichrist. 
 
From the ministry of Wyclif sprang the English Lollards which numbered in the hundreds of 
thousands.  We give their testimony in the words of one of them, Lord Cobham.  When brought 
before King Henry V and admonished to submit to the Pope as an obedient child, Cobham 
replied:  “As touching the Pope and his spirituality, I owe him neither suit nor service, forasmuch 
as I know him by the scriptures to be the great Antichrist, the son of perdition.”  This was a 
century before Luther. 
 

John Huss  (1369-1415), born in Bohemia, was a well-educated man who came under the influence of Wyclif’s writings 
which caused him to break with the church of Rome.  he labeled the pope as the Antichrist of which the scriptures had 
warned.  His writings constantly refer to Antichrist as the enemy of the church—not as a Jew, a pagan, or a Turk—but as 

a false confessor of the name of Christ.  Pope Martin V issued a bull in 1418 in which he 
ordered the punishment of men or women who held to the teachings of Wyclif and Huss.  Sixty 
miles from Prague, on a steep mountain, the city of Tabor was built to which the “Hussites” 
could “flee from Antichrist.” 
 
Huss himself was condemned as a heretic and delivered to the secular arm for execution.  
Accompanied by a guard of one thousand armed men and a vast crowd of spectators, he was 
led through the churchyard where he saw a bonfire of his books in the public square.  As he 
knelt and prayed, his hands were tied behind him and a rusty chain was wound round his neck.  
Straw and wood were piled around him.  The name Huss meant “goose” in the Bohemian 
tongue and at the place of execution Huss reportedly said:  “This day ye are burning a goose; 
but from my ashes will arise a swan, which ye will not be able to roast”—an expression later 
quoted by Luther.  “Huss began to sing,” writes Froom, “but the wind swept the flames into his 

face and silenced his words.  Only his lips moved—until they too were stilled in death for his stand against the Antichrist of 
Bible prophecy”! 
 
Martin Luther  (1483-1546), while still a priest of the Roman Catholic church, disagreed with the practice of selling 
indulgences.  At first, he sought a reform within the church.  But as he grew in the knowledge of Christ, he saw that reform 
would be impossible and that the message was to “come out of her.”  Being loosened from the 
bondage of this system, he began to wonder if the Pope was the Antichrist.  Eventually this 
belief became pronounced. 
 
Luther’s friends, fearing for his safety, begged him to suppress his book To the German 
Nobility.  To this he replied on August 18, 1520:  “We here are of the conviction that the Papacy 
is the seat of the true and real Antichrist … personally I declare that I owe the Pope no other 
obedience than that to Antichrist.”  Two months later, Luther’s book, On the Babylonian 
Captivity of the Church, was published.  In this he spoke of the Papacy (the system, not the 
individual pope) as “nothing else than the kingdom of Babylon and of very Antichrist … For who 
is the man of sin and the son perdition, but he who by his teaching and his ordinances 
increases the sin and perdition of souls in the church; while he yet sits in the church as if he 
were God?  All these conditions have now for many ages been fulfilled by the papal tyranny.” 
 
In 1540, Luther wrote:  “Oh, Christ, my Lord, look down upon us and bring upon us thy day of judgment, and destroy the 
brood of Satan in Rome.  There sits the Man, of whom the apostle Paul wrote (2 Thessalonians 2:3,4) that he will oppose 
and exalt himself above all that is called God -- the man of sin, that son of perdition ... he suppresses the law of God and 
exalts his commandments above the commandments of God.” 
 
To Luther, the scriptures did not portray Antichrist as an infidel, or a super-politician, but as one that would rise within the 
church realm; that is, “in the midst of Christendom.” Concerning the man of sin, he pointed out that he “sitteth not in a 
stable of fiends, or in a swine-sty, or in a company of infidels, but in the highest and holiest place of all, namely, in the 
temple of God .... Is not this to sit in the temple of God, to profess himself to be the Ruler in the whole church?  What is 
the temple of God?  Is it stones and wood?  Did not Paul say, The temple of God is holy, which temple you are?  To sit -- 
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what is it but to reign, to teach, and to judge?  Who from the beginning of the church has dared to call himself master of 
the whole church but the Pope alone?  None of the saints, none of the heretics ever uttered so horrible a word of pride.” 
 
It is evident that Luther did not believe the Antichrist would be some lone individual at the end of time, for he said: “The 
Antichrist of whom Paul speaks now reigns in the court of Rome.” As the Encyclopedia Britannica says, “These ideas 
became the dynamic force which drove Luther on in his contest with the Papacy." 

 
Philipp Melanchthon  (1497-1560), who was also associated with Luther, identified Antichrist in this 
way: “Since it is certain that the pontiffs and the monks have forbidden marriage [cf. 1 Timothy 4:1-3], it 
is most manifest, and true without any doubt, that the Roman Pontiff, with his whole order and kingdom.  
Is very Antichrist .... Likewise in 2 Thessalonians 2, Paul clearly says that the man of sin will rule in the 
church exalting himself above the worship of God.” 
 
 
 

 
Generally regarded as second only to Luther in influence is the eminent French reformer John 
Calvin  (1509-1564).  Originally a son of the Papal church, about 1532 he embraced the 
Protestant faith.  His published works fill some fifty volumes.  Concerning the Pope, he said: “I 
deny him to be the vicar of Christ, who, in furiously persecuting the gospel, demonstrates by his 
conduct that he is Antichrist -- I deny him to be the successor of Peter ... I deny him to be the 
head of the church.” In his classic Institutes he wrote:  
 
“Some persons think us too severe and censorious when we call the Roman pontiff Antichrist.  
But those who are of this opinion do not consider that they bring the same charge of presumption 
against Paul himself, after whom we speak and whose language we adopt .... I shall briefly show 
that [Paul's words in 2 Thessalonians 2] are not capable of any other interpretation than that 
which applies them to the Papacy.” He then pointed out that the Antichrist was to conceal himself 
under the character of the church, "as under a mask,” and that the Papacy had fulfilled the characteristics set forth by 
Paul. 

 
John Knox  (1505-1572), especially known for his reformation work in Scotland, was persecuted from 
country to country until finally the affairs of Scotland were in Protestant hands.  He preached that 
Romish traditions and ceremonies should be abolished as well as “that tyranny which the Pope himself 
has for so many ages exercised over the church” and that he should be acknowledged as “the very 
Antichrist, the son of perdition, of whom Paul speaks.” In public challenge, Knox said:  “As for your 
Roman Church, as it is now corrupted ... I no more doubt but that it is the synagogue of Satan, and the 
head thereof, called the Pope, to be that man of sin of whom the apostle speaketh.”  

 
 

 
William Tyndale  (1484-1536), first translator of the Bible from Greek to English, reformer and martyr, 
held that the Papal church was Babylon and that the Pope was the man of sin or Antichrist, seated in 
the temple of God, i.e.. the church.  Repeatedly he cited 2 Thessalonians 2 in this connection. 
 
Years later (in 1611), the translators of the King James Version also recognized the Papacy as the 
man of sin, and that the open publication of scriptural truth was dealing a great blow to him.  Thus 
they wrote in their dedication to King James: “...the zeal of your majesty toward the house of God 
doth not slack or go backward but is more and more kindled, manifesting itself abroad in the farthest 
parts of Christendom by writing a defence of the truth which hath given such a blow to that man of sin 
as will not be healed.” It is evident these men did not think the man of sin was an individual to be 
revealed at some future time! 
 
Nicholas Ridley  (1500-1555), a well-known English martyr and man of great learning, memorized most of the epistles in 
Greek and wrote numerous works.  He spoke out on the deceptions of Romanism and that “the head, under Satan, of all 
mischief is Antichrist and his brood.” Before his martyrdom on October 16, 1555, he wrote a farewell in which he said 
goodbye to his wife, relatives, and friends.  He gave a review of his faith and spoke of how the Papacy had developed 
over the centuries.  He described Rome as “the seat of Satan; and the bishop of the same, that maintains the 
abominations thereof, is Antichrist himself indeed.” 
 
Sir Isaac Newton  (1642-1727) is well known because of his scientific research, especially in connection with the laws of 
gravitation.  He was a writer, mathematician, philosopher, and also a student of Bible prophecy!  His Obserservations 
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Upon the Prophecies of Daniel and the Apocalypse of St. John, was published six years after his death.  Newton linked 
the little horn of Daniel 7 with the Papacy, rising among the ten kingdoms into which the Roman empire fell.  “But it was a 
kingdom of a different kind from the other ten kingdoms .... By its eyes it was a Seer; and by its mouth speaking great 
things and changing times and laws, it was a Prophet as well as a King.  And such a Seer, a Prophet and a King, is the 
church of Rome.  A Seer...is a Bishop in the literal sense of the word; and this church claims the universal Bishopric.  With 
his mouth he gives laws to kings and nations as an Oracle; and pretends to Infallibility, and that his dictates are binding to 
the whole world; which is to be a Prophet in the highest degree.” 
 
John  Wesley  (1703-1791), founder of Methodism, whose ministry has affected the lives of multiplied thousands, believed 
the prophecies regarding the Antichrist, the man of sin, had found fulfillment in the “Romish Papacy." In 1754, Wesley 

wrote these words concerning the Papacy: “He is in an emphatical sense, the Man of Sin, as he 
increases all manner of sin above measure.  And he is, too, properly styled the Son of Perdition, as he 
has caused the death of numberless multitudes, both of his opposers and followers .... He it is...that 
exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped...claiming the highest power, and 
highest honour ... claiming the prerogatives which belong to God alone.  
 
Froom sums up the evidence in these words: “We have seen the remarkable unanimity of belief of 
Reformation leaders in every land that the Antichrist of prophecy is not to be a single individual -- some 
sort of superman -- who will wrack and well-nigh wreck the world just before the second advent of 

Christ.  Instead, they found that it was a vast system of apostasy, or rather, an imposing counterfeit of truth which had 
developed within the jurisdiction of that divinely appointed custodian of truth, the Christian Church.” 
 
 

The Counter-Reformation  
 
As we have seen, the Reformation was partially fueled by the common understanding that the 
medieval dynasty of Popes represents the Antichrist of Scripture.  Entire countries were lost to the 
Catholic Church. 
 
In an effort to regain lost ground, the Counter-Reformation began.  One eminent Jesuit scholar, 
Francisco Ribera formulated a theory of eschatology (1585) to diffuse or counter the claims of the 
Reformers. 
 
Using Daniel’s 70 weeks in Daniel 9, Ribera cleverly postulated that Daniel’s 70th week had not 
already occurred, but was in fact a seven-year future event, during which the Antichrist (Man of 
Sin/Son of Perdition/Little Horn of Daniel 7) would be revealed.  Sound familiar?  If Antichrist was to 
come yet in the future, then obviously he could not be the Pope now! 
 
His tactic was laughed at—went into obscurity; and then resurfaced c. AD 1830.  It is now widely 
believed. 
 

Daniel’s Seventy Weeks  
 

Daniel had discovered Jeremiah’s prophecy (Jeremiah 25:8-11, 29:10) that Judah would be in 
captivity for 70 years (606-536 BC).  Realizing that the end of the captivity was near, Daniel began to 
seek God.  As well, Daniel, no doubt, was thinking of Jeremiah’s New Covenant (Jeremiah 31) and 
the wonderful implications. 
 
The angel Gabriel came to give him understanding in all these matters, broadening Daniel’s 
perspective of 70 years of captivity to 70 weeks of years (490 years) leading to total New Covenant 
deliverance.  Gabriel prophesied the New Testament revelation of Jesus’ finished work.  The same 
archangel that announced the Messiah’s birth to Mary (Luke 1:26-31) prophesied His death to Daniel!  
Jesus knew the Father’s plan, because 490 is the Bible number denoting complete forgiveness!  
(Matthew 18:21,22) 
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Daniel 9:24-27  
 

"Seventy weeks are determined 
For your people and for your holy city, 
To finish the transgression, 
To make an end of sins, 
To make reconciliation for iniquity, 
To bring in everlasting righteousness, 
To seal up vision and prophecy, 
And to anoint the Most Holy. 
 
"Know therefore and understand, 
That from the going forth of the command 
To restore and build Jerusalem 
Until Messiah the Prince, 
There shall be seven weeks 

and sixty-two weeks; 
The street shall be built again, 
 and the wall, 
Even in troublesome times. 
 

"And after the sixty-two weeks 
Messiah shall be cut off, 

but not for Himself; 
And the people of the prince who is to come 
Shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. 
The end of it shall be with a flood, 
And till the end of the war 

desolations are determined. 
 
And he shall confirm a covenant with 
 many for one week; 
But in the middle of the week 
He shall bring an end to sacrifice 

and offering. 
And on the wing of abominations 

shall be one who makes desolate, 
Even until the consummation, 
 which is determined, 
Is poured out on the desolate." 

Background Information and Glossary of Terms 
 
Day-for-a-Year Principle  
 
In prophetic literature, time lines are often given describing the time element of the completion or 
fulfillment of the prophecy.  In these time lines, the year-day principle holds, where one day in the 
prophecy equals one year on the calendar according to Ezekiel 4:6 “I have appointed thee each day 
for a year”. 
 
Here in Daniel 9, the time measure is in “weeks”.  These weeks (“heptads”) or groups of seven, 
combined with the day-for-a-year principle, give one prophetic week as a group of seven years . 
 
 
The “Seventy Weeks”  
 
Gabriel appeared to Daniel and gave a list of prophecies to be fulfilled within “70 weeks”, or, 
prophetically, 490 years.  Interestingly, Gabriel broke the time down in this way:  7 weeks, 62 weeks, 
and 1 week .  This breakdown corresponds to three distinct parts of the time line. 
 
 
Parenthesis or Gap Theory  
 
This is the false idea that the time measure stopped after the 69 “weeks”, and the last “week” of the 
prophecy is in the future.  This, of course, creates a parenthesis , or gap between the 69th and 70th 
week. 
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HISTORICAL VIEW 
 
 

    Samaritan 
 Artaxerxes’  Jesus Begins  (Gentile) Revival 
 Command Public Ministry [Mt. 10:15; Acts 8:5] 

  483 years 
 (69 weeks) 

  7 years 
  (70th week) 

49 years 
(7 weeks) 

 434 years 
  (62 weeks) 

 3 ½ years  3 ½ years 

 457 BC 408 BC 27 AD  Messiah 34 AD 
      Cut Off 
      (Calvary) 
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DANIEL'S 70th WEEK  
(reprinted from A Prophecy Primer, by George Monta) 

 
Mark 1:15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and 

believe the gospel. 
 
The time element or reference in this verse goes directly to Daniel's prophecy of the 70 weeks unto 
Messiah and the setting up of the Kingdom of God.  The 70 week prophecy is the only prophecy that 
establishes the chronological time frame fulfilled by Jesus.  In Mark 1:15, Jesus announced His 
coming, His coming death, Resurrection, Ascension and the day of Pentecost.  This is one package 
that includes every aspect of our total redemption.  Peter places Christ clearly on the throne in his 
“day of Pentecost" sermon, all of which is included in this momentous verse! 
 
If with some scriptural certainty we can assert that the millennium is the reign of Christ during the 
Church age, it then would follow that there must be an answer to the charge that the 70th week of 
Daniel 9 was not separated from the 69th week as the premillennialists insist.  Much of the error in 
prophetic teaching is predicated on an assumption that 2,000 years must separate the final week of 
Daniel's prophecy from the preceding 69.   
 
The following text shows six great accomplishments of the coming of Christ in His first Advent.  All are 
fulfilled before or by His death. 
 
Daniel 9:24  Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city,  
 1) to finish the transgression, and  
 2) to make an end of sins, and  
 3) to make reconciliation for iniquity, and  
 4) to bring in everlasting righteousness, and  
 5) to seal up the vision and prophecy, and  
 6) to anoint the most Holy. (numbers have been added) 
 
Daniel 9:25  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore 

and to build Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince  shall be seven weeks , and 
threescore and two weeks : the street shall be built again, and the wall, even in 
troublous times. 

 
Daniel 9:26  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself: and the 

people of the prince  that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the 
end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations  are 
determined. 

 
Daniel 9:27  And He shall confirm the covenant  with many for one week: and in the midst of the 

week He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading 
of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that 
determined shall be poured upon the desolate. 

 
Summary of Futurist View  
 
By applying the Parenthesis Interpretation , or the Gap Theory , it is decided by the futurists that the 
six promises of verse 24 were not fulfilled by Christ's First Advent, because Israel did not recognize 
their Messiah. [Taking the strong “literalist” viewpoint, these six promises were to natural Israel “thy 
people” and natural Jerusalem “and thy holy city”.  As such, these promises can not be fulfilled yet, 
since they are not yet fulfilled naturally.]  Therefore there remains the 70th week somewhere in the 
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future during which the six promises will be fulfilled for Israel and during which verse 27 will have 
great importance.  Accordingly, they teach that the he of verse 27, who makes  the covenant with 
many for one week is not Messiah Prince, but is the Antichrist  who makes  a covenant with Israel 
and then breaks it and brings on the rapture and tribulation, and Christ's return with the Church to 
help the Jews get the millennium underway. 
 
Summary of Historicist View  
 
Daniel 9:26  
“people of the prince …”  In AD 66 Vespatian brought Roman legions to lay siege on Jerusalem.  He 
returned to Rome to assume the place as Emperor when Nero’s successor, Galba, was 
assassinated.  With Vespatian as the new Emperor, his son, Titus, automatically became a prince!  
“Prince” Titus took over the legions and destroyed Jerusalem. 
 
Daniel 9:27  
“He shall confirm…”   go backward to find the antecedent    At verse 26 we reach “of the 
prince”, but this is a modifying prepositional clause modifying “the people”.  The antecedent can’t be 
the object of a modifying clause—so go back further to Messiah! 
  
The term “make” is not used in verse 27 but rather the Hebrew word gabar  (Strong's #1396 Heb.) is 
used which means to be strong, to prevail, or cause to prevail.  This verse declares “He shall cause a 
covenant already made, to prevail.”  The covenant will prevail, not “make and then break”, as the 
futurist explanation suggests!   (Clarke, Young, Mauro and others.) The subject of verse 26 is 
Messiah, not the prince who was to come and destroy Jerusalem.  Therefore the antecedent to he in 
verse 27 must be Jesus Christ who causes the new covenant to prevail and who makes an end of sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself.  Hebrews 9:26 bears this out. 
 
Heb. 9:25 Nor yet that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place 

every year with blood of others; 
 
Heb. 9:26 For then must He often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but now  once in 

the end of the world  hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 
 
“…on the wing of abomination” 
This can be seen in two ways: 
 i) concealing (as under a wing) abomination (hypocrisy) 
 ii) or, wing as an ‘edge’, an ‘extremity’; in the very porch of the temple—

abominations are found! 
 
“…shall be one who makes desolate!” 
Jesus!  In Matthew 23:23-38 Jesus pronounced desolation upon old order Judaism.  He made 
references to Daniel’s seventy weeks only with regard to the “abomination of desolation” (Matthew 
24:15, Mark 13:14, Luke 21:20).  This was the desecration of Jerusalem and its temple by Titus and 
his hordes. 
 
In summary, then, the Pharisees had ‘covered’ their idolatrous systematic error and traditions, and 
Jesus brought an end to it all!  
 
For eighteen centuries Daniel 9:27  was interpreted to mean that Jesus  was the “one" so indicated to 
cause the Covenant  to prevail.  He was the one who brought the sacrifices to an end, and made an 
end of sin by the sacrifice of Himself at Calvary.  Following this “end' by Christ's death came the one 
who destroyed Jerusalem, Titus, a Roman prince.  All of this was either in the 70th week or a 
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consequence of the 70th week.  In the 70th week the cross was central, the Church, the Bride, the 
Love focus of Christ, the Bridegroom, took center stage.  History confirms the historicist view.  I am 
thankful that "The Gospel Millennium and Obedience to the Scripture" by Robert L. Whitelaw is on the 
rise again.  His explanation of the Historicist hermeneutic is excellent and easy to understand. 
 
Development of Gap Theory  
 
There was little controversy on Daniel's 70 Weeks until the middle of the 1800s when a group arose 
from the Brethren who taught that the Jews were the love of God's heart, not the Church, the Bride of 
Christ, nor the cross.  "Things To Come" Pg. 263.  Men of the stature of Spurgeon, Finney, Adam 
Clarke, and others called this new way of teaching a form of blasphemy.  This dispensationalism 
teaching took hold along with other forms of Zionism advocating the new doctrine of a Jewish 
millennium of one thousand years during which Jehovah fulfills all the Old Testament prophecies 
literally by having Jesus come to earth to set up a Jewish Kingdom according to God's first intention 
and best plan. 
 
By the early nineteen hundreds this modernist plan could be found in the Scofield Bible, the Ryrie 
Bible, the Dake Bible, and finally men like Hal Lindsey, Jack Van Impe, Grant Jeffries gave it the final 
seal of mass acceptance by turning the Word of God into a distorted glossy comic strip portrayal of 
Christ's Second Advent.  They pictured Christ's coming as though it were to be a secret rapture of the 
Church, followed by the great tribulation.  This to be followed by the return of Christ with His Church 
at the end of seven years.  Christ returns with all the resurrected saints along with those who were 
alive at the time of the rapture.  During these seven years 144,000 Jews will have been converted to 
become a powerful evangelistic team to save the rest of the world for the millennium. 
 
The dispensationalists openly declare that this salvation of the Jews while the church is gone up in 
the rapture is different from that offered by Christ through the Holy Spirit because it obviously occurs 
after the Church and the Holy Spirit are taken up in the rapture.  The salvation of the millennium is to 
be based on a “restored Mosaic Law” with animal sacrifices, offerings, and rituals. Things To Come, 
pages 519 & 527. 
 
Is there documentary proof that the above doctrines are the foundation of prophetic teaching across 
the nation?  All Christian book stores have their shelves lined with this very doctrine.  This doctrinal 
position is so powerful that it has moved the entire nation toward believing that the Jews after the 
flesh are God's chosen people, to the extent that this has affected the foreign policy of the United 
States.  The Church, according to them, is but an after-thought, (a parenthetical arrangement agreed 
to by God) because the Jews rejected Christ's first attempt to set up the literal, fleshly Kingdom of 
David, but failed. Because the Jews rejected Him, God was forced to postpone His first plan.  He 
yielded to the Church and the cross to fill in the time until Jesus comes after the rapture to set up His 
real Kingdom, a Jewish, millennial Kingdom. 
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Six Messianic Prophecies  
(reprinted from Seventy Weeks, by Robert Caringola) 

 
1.  TO FINISH THE TRANSGRESSION 
 
Isaiah 53:5 states, “He was wounded for our transgressions.”  In Daniel 9:11 we read that “all Israel 
have transgressed thy law,” but the unmatched height of this transgression occurred at Calvary, when 
Israel crucified her Messiah.  Adam Clarke comments that this was "to finish (lechalle, to restrain) the 
transgression, which was effected by the preaching of the Gospel, and pouring of the Holy Ghost 
upon men." 
 
2. TO MAKE AN END OF SINS  
 
Matthew 1:21 states, “He shall save his people from their sins.”  In Hebrews 9:26 we read, “But now 
once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”  Adam 
Clarke expounded beautifully on these very vital aspects of the prophecy and I again quote him.  "To 
make an end of sins; rather ulehathem chataoth, 'to make an end of sin offering' which our Lord did 
when He offered His spotless soul and body on the cross once and for all." 
 
On Calvary Christ was numbered with the transgressors; but He was there for the vast transgressions 
of His people.  It was there that He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities.  
Who can doubt that His perfect atonement made an end of the need for future sin offerings? 
 
3.  TO MAKE RECONCILIATION FOR INIQUITY  
 
In Second Corinthians 5:19 the apostle Paul proclaims, “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself…” Paul states again in Romans 5:10, “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son…" Clarke teaches that He made “reconciliation (ulechapper, 'to make 
atonement for expiation') for iniquity: which He did by the once offering up of Himself.” 
 
It is almost unbelievable to think that some would put these events into the future, yet to be fulfilled by 
the Antichrist.  Impossible, you say.  No. Unfortunately, it's reality.  Some futurist writers have tried to 
tell us this. By placing this great event in the future they nullify the proclamation of Christ's 
reconciliation!  Christ came not only to atone, but likewise to reconcile.  This He fulfilled.  Don't let 
anybody tell you otherwise. 
 
4. TO BRING IN EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS  
 
Second Corinthians 5:21 states, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him." 
 
The great “Prince of Preachers,” Spurgeon, declared, "One of the main designs of Christ’s coming to 
earth was to bring in everlasting righteousness." The futurist school casts all these blessings into a 
future millennium, but Jesus has become to the Christian his righteousness (1 Corinthians 1:30).  
Paul made it clear that the Kingdom of God was “righteousness and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost” (Romans 14:17).  In the Old Testament the prophet Isaiah foretold of this righteousness which 
would be "forever" (Isaiah 51:8).  And Jeremiah speaks of the “Lord our righteousness” (Jeremiah 
23:5-6). 
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5. TO SEAL UP THE VISION AND PROPHECY  

Isaiah 29:10-11 
 v 10 For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: 
the prophets and your rulers, and the seers hath he covered. 
 
 v 11 And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men 
deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed. 
 
When Isaiah used the word "sealed" here, he used it in the same context as did the prophet Daniel 
when writing about the king's seal on the lion's den (Daniel 6:17).  It meant "to close up tightly"! 
 
Because of Israel's refusal to listen and to heed the words of the prophets, finally rejecting the Lord 
Himself, their judgment would be a terrible blindness that would tightly seal up the Scriptures to their 
understanding.  Paul elaborates on this theme in 2 Corinthians 3:14-15: 
 v. 14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away in the 
reading of the old testament; which veil is done away in Christ. 
 
 v. 15 But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart. 
 
Again, because of Israel's cry, “His blood be on us, and on our children,” part of their judgment was a 
blindness to what the prophets wrote concerning their Messiah. 
 

6. TO ANOINT THE MOST HOLY 
 
The Scriptural evidence which points to Christ on this issue is unshakeable.  Christ alone fulfilled this 
prophecy. Look at what the Scriptures say: “Therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).  Luke again records, “The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor…” (4:18) In Acts 10:38 it is 
proclaimed, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power.” Finally, we gain 
from Adam Clarke's insight, “And to anoint the most holy, kodesh kodashim, 'the Holy of holies', 
mashac, to anoint, (from which come mashiach, the Messiah,  the anointed one).” 
 
I stand defiant of any teacher or expositor who applies these holy prophecies to any other than Jesus 
Himself!  Why were the seventy weeks determined?  To finish the transgression; to make an end of 
sins; to make reconciliation for iniquity; to bring in everlasting righteousness; to seal up the vision and 
prophecy; and to anoint the Most Holy! 
 

End Notes 
 
1. Adam Clarke's Commentary provides a wonderful insight to these six vital prophetic points.  I 
recommend the reader examine his arguments for further understanding.  These points of prophecy 
are very important and beautiful admonitions concerning "Messiah the Prince,” not some antichrist 
prince!  
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Conclusion  
(reprinted from Whose Right It Is, by Kelley Varner) 

 

Daniel’s seventieth week is the historical, moral, and redemptive fulcrum of all the ages of the human 
race.  It heralds the period when God was manifested in the flesh, wherein He made atonement for 
sin and conquered Satan, and also wherein the Holy Spirit came and the Kingdom of Heaven was 
opened to all men. 
 
All time and eternity hang in what happened in those seven years (AD 27-34)!  Satan has attempted 
to keep Daniel 9:24-27 in obscurity.  By relegating the seventieth week to the future, he has schemed 
to cover up the greatest seven years of human history—the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, and the coming of the Holy Spirit to empower the Church! 
 
The time of Daniel’s seventieth week is the time of all times!  No wonder the devil wants men to be 
confused or intimidated by this prophecy.  He wants to keep the Church in diapers, afraid of a future 
tribulation with its antichrist.  To keep our minds off the truth that Jesus was made in the flesh, he tells 
us that he will be made in the flesh.  The Word replies – “No Satan!  You are defeated—you met your 
match on a hill outside Jerusalem.  It is finished.  Jesus, the Messiah, is Lord!  He is ruling and 
reigning now and forever! 
 

The Rapture and the Great Tribulation  
 

The Futurist Perspective: 
 To the majority of Christians, the rapture (sometimes called the ‘secret rapture’) is a future 
event when Jesus will return to the earth and take the Church with Him (ie. bodily remove every 
Christian) to heaven for 7 years. During this time both the Church and the Holy Spirit will have been 
removed. Because Jesus does not touch the ground, this is not considered to be a coming (this is 
not His Second Coming). 
 
 On the earth, this seven year period will be the time of Great Tribulation, and the Antichrist will 
take world dominance. Salvation will occur during this time by means of the ministry of 144,000 
Jewish evangelists, whose preaching will have world –wide effects. 
 
 After the seven-year tribulation, the Lord will return (with the Church), bring an end to 
Antichrist, and set up His 1000 year Millennial Reign on earth. 
 

 
Pre-Tribulation 

Rapture 

 
Mid-Tribulation 

Rapture 

 
Post-Tribulation 

Rapture 

Rapture 

Tribulation – 7 years 

Rapture 

Tribulation – 7 years 

Rapture 

Tribulation – 7 years 
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The importance of the 70th week of Daniel is emphasized again as we consider the “Rapture” (and 
later, the “Great Tribulation”) supposedly occurring during this seven year period. 
 
When one considers that this seven year period has already run its course, the so-called proof-texts 
that supposedly support the rapture come into focus, and clearly disprove the whole concept! 
 
A Brief Word Study  (See Rapture! Prophecy or Heresy) 
 
RAPTURE:  There is one verse (and only one- v 17) that even suggests Biblical believers will be 
removed (caught up) from the earth—1 Thess. 4:15,16,17.  
 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, t hat we which are alive and remain 
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent (prec ede) them which are asleep. 
 
For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with  a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall w e ever be with the Lord . 
 

Because rapture  is not a Biblical term, it does not appear in the Bible.  It is derived from the Latin 
‘rapio’ meaning to seize, to take by force, to become one, and is the root of the English word, rape.  1 
Thess. 4:17  used ‘harpazo’ as ‘caught up’.  This word is used thirteen times in the New Testament in 
six different ways.  Martin Luther’s translation of the New Testament (specifically 1 Thess. 4:17 ) 
resulted in a word meaning the ‘lesser included in the greater’ .  This translation comes close to 
‘shall be made one’.  In John 10:12  where ‘harpazo’ is used.  We have “… and the wolf ‘ harpazo ’ 
the sheep ”.  The wolf ate the sheep—the lesser was included in the greater.  Also, in Mt. 13:4 and 
19, the fowls ‘harpazo’ the seed: devoured, ate, consumed.  They were ‘made one’. 
 
IN THE AIR:  Air is the Greek word ‘aer’ (Acts 22:23; 1 Cor. 9:26; 1 Cor. 14 :9) and always refers to 
an area immediately above the ground.  Another word ‘ouranos ’ (Mt. 6:21, 8:20; Mk. 4:4, 32;  etc.) 
refers to birds of the air.  We cannot make ‘aer’ into space or heaven!  We are ‘in the air (aer)’ now 
with our feet on the ground (earth) and so shall we “remain” (v. 15, 17)! 
 
WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS:  In the following Scriptures, the divine cloud came down to earth:  Mt. 
17:5; Mk. 9:7, Lk. 9:34.  Also, 1 Cor. 10:12 .  Perhaps most appropriately, the ‘cloud’ is that of Heb. 
11:36 through 12:2.  The ‘cloud of witnesses’—spirits of departed saints (Rev. 6:10 we find spirits of 
departed saints crying, “How long, O Lord  …”).  Quoting from H. Speed Wilson, let us read 1 Thess. 
4:13 with new understanding. 
 
Now, let us read 1 Thessalonians 4 , beginning at verse 13, with a much more accurate and clearer 
understanding of the words and terms used therein.  For clarity, the following Scripture quotes from 1 
Thessalonians  are in the bolder print. 
 

 “But I would not have you ignorant, brethren, concer ning them which are asleep  (this Scripture 
is primarily about the departed/dead saints in Christ) that ye sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope  (the Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection).  For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again (we all believe that), even so  (in like manner) them also which sleep (are dead) in Jesus 
will God bring with Him (Jesus).  For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord , that we 
(Biblical believers) who are alive and remain  (on earth) unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent (precede) (have any advantage over) them which are asleep.  For the Lord Himself shall  
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descend from haven (Acts 1:11 , Jesus went directly from earth to heaven and shall return “in like 
manner” directly from heaven to earth.  No rapture back to heaven for a later third coming!) with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and the tru mp(et) of God:  And the dead in Christ shall 
rise  (Greek word, anistemi: to set up or be resurrected) first:  Then we who are alive  (“We shall not all 
die, but shall be changed/transformed/transfigured”  (1 Cor 15:51 )  and remain  (on the earth in the 
“aer”) shall be caught up (made one) (harpazo) together  (at the same time) with them (the dead in 
Christ) in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air  (the “great cloud of witnesses” that will “be made 
perfect” with us on earth when Jesus brings their spirits “with Him” to be united with their bodies 
resurrected out of the ground “first” into the air [aer] with us in the air, on the surface of the earth):  and 
so shall we (for)ever be with the Lord, (in the air [aer] here on earth forever).  Wherefore, comfort  
(reassure) one another with these words.”  

 
Rapture Proof Texts/Support Arguments  
 
1. Rev. 4 Those trying to prove the rapture tell us Rev. 4:1  is the rapture , with the ‘fact’ that the 

word church does not appear again (because it’s raptured!)  Note, however, Eph. 4:11,12 and 
5:27.  These verses, and others, make it clear that saints, Body of Christ, and church are the 
same people and synonymous terms.  Church is not mentioned after Rev. 4, but saints is 
mentioned thirteen times after Rev. 4 , and are clearly on earth!  (See Rev. 5:8; 8:3,4; 11:8 , 
etc …)  Rev. 13:7  tells us the “beast makes war against the saints”.  (They are not raptured out 
of the world!) 

 
2. Matthew 24:37-41   Note that ‘they’  and ‘them ’ can only refer to the wicked and not Noah.  

Knowing that the flood came and took the wicked unbelievers all away, we continue reading at 
verse 40 … “then … shall two be in the field, the one (wicked)  shall be taken, and the 
other left …”  Again in Lk. 17:26, 27 and 34-36  “… they (wicked) did eat, they (wicked) did 
drink, … they (wicked) married, they (wicked) were given in marriage, etc.”  When read in 
context, you see the opposite of the rapture concept. 

 
3. Matthew 13:24-30   We read the ‘end of the age’ parable of what and tares.  Jesus explains in 

13:37-43.  Who are taken?  The ungodly are taken and the righteous are left ! 
 
 The entire concept of escape out of  tribulation is not biblical:  

·  Joseph was not raptured out of the pit 
·  Daniel was not raptured out of the lions’ den 
·  Israelites were not raptured out of Egypt during the time of the plagues (they were 

kept safe and sound in the midst of it all as an example to the Egyptians that God 
was with them) 

·  Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were not raptured out of their trouble!  (“But if not”) 
 

The pattern for every Christian  is Jesus Himself.  (Rom. 8:29; 1 Pet. 2:21; 1 Jn. 4:17 )  
We follow His pattern.  Jesus was not raptured out of his testing, but endured it as an 
overcomer. 
 
Consider, 
 

·  Rev. 7:13,14 -saints came out of Great Tribulation 
·  Rev. 5:10  -reign on the earth 
·  Rev. 20:4  -obviously, many died and were not raptured! 
·  Rev. 15:2  -victory by overcoming! 
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4. The Thief in the Night According to some, Paul uses this expression in relation to the ‘rapture’ 
(see I Thess 4:16-5:3). Yet, according to Peter – who uses exactly the same expression- in II 
Peter 3:10-12, there is no indication whatsoever that Christians will be taken out of the world 7 
years before the end! 

 
5. The Last Day  Martha believed Lazarus would “rise again in the resurrection at the Last 

Day (Jn 11:24). And Jesus Himself repeatedly spoke of the resurrection as being “at the Last 
Day” (Jn 6:39,40,44,54) 
Since the ‘catching up’ (rapture) occurs at the same time as the resurrection of the dead in 
Christ (I Thess 4:17) it is plain to see the rapture takes place at the last day, not 7 years before 
the last day! 

 
Origin of the Rapture  
-Jesuit Catholic priest, Emmanuel Lacunza, 1812 
In Protestant stream, traced to Margaret Macdonald, who was visited by John Darby (founder of 
Plymouth Brethren). 

 
The Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:21)  

 
Although we treat this as a separate topic, it is, of course, all part of the continuum of Matthew 24, 
where Jesus responds to His disciples’ questions. He has just warned them about the destruction of 
the Temple, and they ask Him how these things will occur, when will they occur, and what will be the 
signs of the coming of the end. 
 
Fundamental to our look at the Scriptures is the irrefutable facts that a future 7 year period popularly 
called the Great Tribulation was an invention of Francisco Ribera in as part of the Counter–
Reformation thrust to discredit the reformers. 
 
Jesus was telling of the total demise of the Jewish Temple system and the coming judgement of God 
on the Jews. The tribulation was that terrible time between AD 67-70, culminating in the widespread 
decimation of the Jerusalem, and the Temple in particular. 
 
Flavious Josephus, a Jewish General, records for us the events of that time as they happened 
(reprinted from Great Prophecies of the Bible by Ralph Woodrow): 
 

Josephus, the Jewish historian, was an eye-witness to the unparalleled tribulation that ended 
in the fall and destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. His detailed and scholarly account, Wars of 
the Jews, was published about 75 A.D., while the events of which he wrote were still fresh in 
the memory of thousands.  His history provides a marvellous confirmation of the prophecy 
Jesus gave, even to fine details.  Since he was not a Christian, no one can accuse him of 
slanting his material to match the prophecy.  The references we will give in the account that 
follows are from Josephus. 
 
The trouble in Jerusalem began over differences between the Jews and the Romans.  There 
were also differences between Jews--some favoured a revolt against Roman rule, others 
hoped for a peaceful agreement.  Those who favoured revolt became very violent and began 
to kill those who disagreed with them.  Troops were sent in to control the mob.  War was on!  
Not only at Jerusalem, but throughout the land there was unrest. 
 
“Every city was divided into two armies,” Josephus says, “and the preservation of the one 
part was in the destruction of the other; so the daytime was spent in shedding blood, and the 
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night in fear--which was of the two the more terrible…  It was then common to see cities filled 
with dead bodies, still lying unburied; those of old men mixed with infants, all dead and 
scattered about together: women also lay amongst them, without any covering for their 
nakedness: You might then see the whole province full of inexpressible calamities while the 
dread of still more barbarous practices which were threatened, was everywhere greater than 
what had been already perpetrated.” 
 
The Jews in Alexandria that revolted against the Romans “were destroyed unmercifully; and 
this, their destruction, was complete ... houses were first plundered of what was in them, and 
then set on fire by the Romans; wherein no mercy was shown to the infants, and no regard 
had to the aged; but they went on in the slaughter of persons of every age, till all the place 
was overflowed with blood, and fifty thousands of them lay dead upon heaps.” 
 
In one hour, over 20,000 were killed in Caesarea and the battle continued until “all Caesarea 
was emptied of its Jewish inhabitants.... Galilee was all over filled with fire and blood, nor was 
it exempted from any kind of misery or calamity." Such horror was in the land that one 
prominent man, in order to save his family from a worse fate, took a sword and killed first his 
aged father and mother, his wife and children--all submitting to it willingly and then took his 
own life. 
 
In Jerusalem, those of the revolting party were known as Zealots.  They “fell upon the people 
[who disagreed with them] as upon a flock of profane animals, and cut their throats.” In this 
way, 12,000 of the more eminent inhabitants perished. “The terror that was upon all the 
people was so great, that no one had courage enough either to weep openly for the dead 
man that was related to him, or bury him...those that mourned for others soon underwent the 
same death with those whom they mourned for.” 
 
Slaughter continued until “the outer temple was all of it overflowed with blood, and that day 
they saw 8,500 dead bodies there.” Included in this number were “those that a little before 
had worn the sacred garments and presided over the public worship, which were cast out 
naked to be the food of dogs and wild beasts.” Even those who came with sacrifices were 
slain, “and sprinkled that altar ... with their own blood; till the dead bodies of strangers were 
mingled together with those of their own country, and those of profane persons with those of 
priests, and the blood of all sorts of dead carcasses stood in lakes in the holy courts 
themselves." 
 
“The noise also of those that were fighting was incessant, both by day and by night; but the 
lamentations of those that mourned exceeded the other...their calamities came perpetually, 
one upon another.... But for the seditious themselves, they fought against each other, while 
they trod upon the dead bodies as they lay heaped one upon another, and taking up a mad 
rage from those dead bodies that were under the feet, became the fiercer thereupon ... and 
when they had resolved upon anything, they executed it without mercy, and omitted no 
method of torment or of barbarity.” 
 
Josephus wrote: “I shall therefore speak my mind here at once briefly:--that neither did any 
other city suffer such miseries, or did any age ever breed a generation more fruitful in 
wickedness than this was, from the beginning of the world.” The calamities which befell the 
Jews were “the greatest of all those, not only that have been in our times, but, in a manner, of 
those that ever were heard of; both of those wherein cities have fought against cities, or 
nations against nations...it appears to me that the misfortunes of all men, from the beginning 
of the world, if they be compared to these of the Jews, are not so considerable as they were.” 
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In a footnote, the Christian translator of Josephus' works adds this comment:   “That these 
calamities of the Jews, who were our Saviour’s murderers, were to be the greatest that had 
ever been since the beginning of the world, our Saviour had directly foretold (Matthew 24:21; 
Mark 13:19; Luke 21:23,24) and that they proved to be such accordingly, Josephus is here a 
most authentic witness.” 
 
“There have been, of course, other periods of tribulation or suffering in which greater 
numbers of people were involved, and which continued for longer periods of time,” writes 
Boettner.  “But considering the physical, moral, and religious aspects, suffering never 
reached a greater degree of awfulness and intensity than in the siege of Jerusalem.  Nor 
have so many people ever perished in the fall of any other city.  We think of the atomic bomb 
that was dropped on Hiroshima as causing the greatest mass horror of anything in modem 
time.  Yet only about one-tenth as many people were killed in Hiroshima as in the fall of 
Jerusalem.  Add to the slaughter of such a great number the bestiality of Jews to Jews and of 
Roman to Jews and the anguish of a people who knew they were forsaken of God, and we 
see the justification for Christ's words, ‘For then shall be great tribulation, such as hath not 
been from the beginning of the world until now, no, nor ever shall be!’” 
 
When Jesus spoke of tribulation ”such as was not since the beginning of the world ... nor ever 
shall be,” He was using a proverbial form of expression.  Similar expressions are found in 
various ways in the scriptures: “...before them there were no such locusts as they, neither 
after them shall be such” (Exodus 10: 14).  “I will give thee [Solomon] riches, and wealth, and 
honour, such as none of the kings have had that have been before thee, neither shall there 
any after thee have the like” (2 Chronicles 1: 12).  “...there was none like thee before thee, 
neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee" (1 Kings 3:12).  “I will do in thee that which I 
have not done, and whereunto I will not do any more the like” (Ezekiel 5:8,9).  "...a great 
people ... there hath not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the 
years of many generations” (Joel 2:2).  “A time of trouble, such as never was since there was 
a nation even to that same time” (Daniel 12: 1). 
 
Some might argue there have been greater times of tribulation since 70 A.D. They could also 
argue that there have been kings who have had more wealth and honour than Solomon.  But 
seeing how this expression was used in the scriptures, we should not attempt to press it 
beyond its intended meaning.  We believe the historical fulfilment fully meets the 
requirements of the prophecy about great tribulation and wrath upon that land and people. 

 
In conclusion, futurists hold that Mt 24 and any references to the Temple and tribulations are 
relegated to a future seven year  period. This faulty assumption makes it necessary to try and make 
verses “fit”, that cannot do so without violence to the verses.  
 
Though Jesus stated twice that these calamities would happen within a generation of time (Mt 23:36; 
24:34), some expositors apply a meaning to the word ‘generation’ that is not found or used anywhere 
else in the Bible! They would like us to believe “generation” refers to the Jews as a race not passing 
away until everything is fulfilled! On what authority do we start to alter the meanings of words to fit our 
theory?  
 
In actuality, everything did occur within 40 years of Jesus’ words, as He said they would. These two 
verses, then, provide an anchor for the entire chapter – a chronological mooring – that must help 
define the chapter’s interpretation.  Simply stated, if Jesus’ references were to a future Temple yet-to-
be built, he did not answer the disciples’ questions! 

 
 



Page 22  Historical Interpretation of Prophetic Scripture 

THE MILLENNIUM 
 

To be completely accurate in our terms, we believe in the Gospel Age Millennium . This age 
began at the Resurrection, and will continue until the Second Coming of the Lord. The Church, 
Zion, will  increase in its influence in the world; entire peo ple groups will  respond to the 
gospel; the world will  be transformed; the nations will  see the Lordship of Christ (as 
individuals, of course). The stone that Daniel saw smashing the image will  indeed grow to a 
mountain that fills the whole earth. Every enemy of  Jesus will  fall and be made His footstool 
before He leaves His throne and returns to receive His Bride to Himself. 
 
As with many other topics relating to the prophetic interpretation of Scripture, the casual reader may 
at first glance be drawn to a particular interpretation for a variety of possible reasons: it may seem 
intriguing or dramatic, or perhaps one version was explained more fully than another. Regardless, we 
need to look at the implications of what we believe. Ultimately, we need to let Scripture interpret 
Scripture. When we do this, we will realize greater degrees of coherency, not confusion or 
contradiction in the Scriptures. 
 
Beginning with the promise to Abraham, that, “In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed”, we have a reference to the entire world, and not just the Jewish race.  Indeed, David writing 
in the Psalms frequently makes mention of the nations coming to God! Through David, the Holy Spirit 
has been bearing witness for 29 centuries that God’s visible Church is destined to embrace all 
nations—they will acknowledge the Lord as Ruler! 
 
The Entire World is the Object!  
 

It would be easy to show that at our present rate of progress the kingdoms of this world 
never could become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.  Indeed, many in the 
Church are giving up the idea of it except on the occasion of the advent of Christ [His 
coming], which, as it chimes in with our own idleness, is likely to be a popular doctrine.  
I myself believe that King Jesus will reign, and the idols be utterly abolished; but I 
expect the same power which turned the world upside down once will still continue to 
do it.  The Holy Ghost would never suffer the imputation to rest upon His holy name 
that He was not able to convert the world. 

--Charles H. Spurgeon 
 
Consider the following references and how they illustrate the nations turning to God: 
 

·  Isaiah 2:2,3 (Hebrews 
12:22) 

Mount Zion is the Church 

·  Psalm 86:9  

·  Psalm 22:27  

·  Psalm 2:8  

·  Psalm 47:2-8  

·  Psalm 72:7-11,17,19  

·  Psalm 110:1  

·  Ezekiel 47 an increasing flow of the river of God… 
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·  Daniel 2:44 the stone became a mountain to fill the entire earth  

For your background information and further study, I have included here a detailed summary of the 3 
main millennial views as stated  by Loraine Boettner in The Millennium.  
 

THE MILLENNIUM AND INADEQUATE TERMINOLOGY  
 
One difficulty that we constantly face in this discussion is that of an inadequate terminology.  
The use of the prefixes 'Pre:' and .post-", as attached to the word "millennial," is to some extent 
unfortunate and misleading.  For the distinction involves a great deal more than merely "before" 
or "after." 
 
 The Millennium expected by the Premillennialist is quite a different thing from that expected by 
the Postmillennialist, not only in regard to the time and manner  in which it will be set up but 
primarily in regard to the nature of the Kingdom an d the manner in which Christ 
exercises His control . 
 
The Postmillennialist  looks for a golden age that will not be essentially different from our own 
so far as the basic facts of life are concerned.  This age gradually merges into the millennial 
age as an increasingly larger proportion of the wor ld's inhabitants are converted to 
Christianity .  Marriage and the home will continue, and new members will enter the human 
race through the natural process of birth as at present.  Sin will not be eliminated but will be 
reduced to a minimum as the moral and spiritual environment of the earth becomes 
predominantly Christian.  Social, economic and educational problems will remain, but with their 
unpleasant features greatly eliminated and their desirable features heightened.  Christian 
principles of belief and conduct will be the accepted standards.  Life during the Millennium will 
compare with life in the world today in much the same way that life in a Christian community 
compares with that in a pagan or irreligious community.  The Church, much more zealous in her 
testimony to the truth and much more influential in the lives of the people, will continue to be 
then as now the outward and visible manifestation of the Kingdom of God on earth.  And the 
Millennium will close with the second coming of Christ, the resurrection and final judgment.  In 
short, Postmillennialists set forth a spiritual Kingdom in the hearts of men.  
 
On the other hand the Millennium expected by the Premillennialist  involves the personal, 
visible reign of Christ as King in Jerusalem.  The Kingdom is to be established not by the 
conversion of individual souls over a long period o f time, but suddenly and by 
overwhelming power.  The Jews are to be converted n ot as individuals and along with 
other groups of the population, but suddenly and en  masse at the mere sight of Christ, 
and are to become the chief rulers in the new Kingd om.  Nature is to share in the millennial 
blessings and is to become abundantly productive, and even the ferocious nature of the wild 
beasts is to be tamed.  Evil, however, does not cease to exist, nor is it necessarily decreased in 
amount, but it is held in check by the rod-of-iron rule of Christ, and at the end of the Millennium 
it breaks out in a terrible rebellion that all but overwhelms the saints and the holy city.  During 
the Millennium the saints in glorified bodies mingle freely with men who still are in the flesh.  
This latter element in particular seems to us to present an inconsistency, a mongrel kingdom, 
the new earth and glorified sinless humanity mingling with the old earth and sinful humanity, 
Christ and the saints in immortal resurrection bodies living in a world that still contains much of 
sin and amid scenes of death and decay.  To bring Christ and the saints to live again in the 
sinful environment of this world would seem to be the equivalent of introducing sin into heaven.  
As the amillennialist William J.Crier has observed, such a company would indeed be a "mixtum 
gatherum." 
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Amillennialists , of course, reject both the post- and the premillennial conception, and are 
usually content to say that there will be no Millennium at all in either s ense of the word. 
 
The terms are, therefore, somewhat inaccurate and misleading.  For that reason some 
theologians hesitate to label themselves either post-, a-, or pre-millennial.  But no more 
appropriate terms are available.  These terms serve at least to distinguish the different schools 
of thought, and their meaning is generally understood. 
 
But while the three schools differ in regard to the meaning of the word "millennium," that does 
not mean that the word itself is meaningless, nor that the distinctions between the systems are 
imaginary or unimportant.  Quite the contrary--actually these systems represent widely 
divergent views concerning this very important subject, which, as we shall see, have far-
reaching consequences. 
 
Furthermore, the fact that some who designate themselves Amillennialists hold that the 
present Church age constitutes the Millennium and t hat Christ will come at the close of 
the Church age might seem to make them Postmillenni alists .  But since the primary tenet 
of Postmillennialism as generally understood is that the coming of Christ is to follow a golden 
age of righteousness and peace, those who look upon the entire Church age as the Millennium 
are not commonly referred to as Postmillennialists. 

 
CONCLUSION of Boetnner’s work:  
 
Let’s try to simplify, summarize, and at the same time clarify where we stand on these topics. 
·  Premillennialists  look to the future (after the rapture, and a seven-year tribulation) for Jesus to 

establish a Judaistic, ‘rod-of-iron’ reign upon the earth. This is seriously in error. 
·  Postmillennialists  look to the future Golden Age when the Gospel preaching will transform the 

world. This is close to our beliefs in light of our vision for the Church in the world: but, what about 
now? 

·  Amillennialist s see no millennium at all. Perhaps this is a misnomer. 
 
MAIN IDEAS BEHIND PREMILLENNIALISM  
 
Consider the tenants of Pre-Millennialism.  Dr. Walvoord (past president of Dallas Theological Seminary) 
summarizes pre-millennialism under three general points: 
 
 1.  Pre-millennialism insists upon a "normal, literal, grammatical, historical, commonsense" 

reading of every text unless the "context" compels otherwise. 
   (NB.  Each adjective here, plus the definition of what is context, is subjective to a degree, 

often being largely dependant on human judgment.) 
 

2. Pre-millennialism insists upon understanding prophecy exactly as the writer or hearers 
understood it.  Once ascertained, no other meaning is admissible.  If the New Testament 
appears to give another meaning to an Old Testament prophecy, it must be treated as a 
secondary or dual fulfillment, in no way relieving God of the obligation to fulfil it as the 
original writer understood it. 

 
 3.  Pre-millennialism leads to the following views: 
 
   a) Christ’s earthly ministry was primarily to offer an earthly kingdom to national Israel and 

to mount its throne, turning to the cross only when they rejected him! 
 



Historical Interpretation of Prophetic Scripture  Page 25 

  b) The New Testament church age is a mystery parenthesis, unforeseen by the Old 
Testament writers, lying between the 69th and 70th week of Daniel, terminating at the secret 
pretribulation rapture! 

 
  c) Jewish distinctions, Jewish supremacy and restoration of the Mosaic economy must prevail 

in the millennium! 
 
  d) The millennium is a "golden age" of fleshly peace, plenty and prosperity for wicked and 

righteous alike, with Christ and David and the twelve apostles on their respective thrones 
ruling over a mixed population of carnal and glorified bodies, and with Satan chained.  Yet 
there will still be pain, tears, injustice, sorrow, death, hunger, thirst and growing wickedness.  
And mankind in surly obedience to the King's "rod-of-iron" rule, will itch for the day to rebel 
and hurl Him from His throne!  So we are told! 

 
The Gospel Age Millennialism  
 
I believe it is more appropriate to consider our belief in line with the "Gospel Age Millennialism", rather 
than "Amillennialism".  As Robert Whitelaw says, "In this present Gospel Age the saints are already 
witnesses to, and partakers of, the prophetic glories that were to follow the cross. Christ is now 
enthroned and active in making his enemies his footstool. And, 'all the prophets ... as many as have 
spoken, told of these days. Those who insist on subordinating the blessings of this Gospel Millennium to 
some future age of re-exalted Judaism and carnal ordinances, must do so by subordinating the New 
Testament to the Old, and by rejecting plain Scripture in favour of human conjecture." 
 
In this present Gospel Age he 'hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ,' a reward far greater than anything promised in the millennium of premillennialism. 
 
MAIN IDEAS BEHIND GOSPEL AGE MILLENNIALISM  (Robert Whitelaw) 
 
(1) This present age of gospel grace and victory, with Christ on His throne, is the promised glory 
that was to follow the Cross (Luke 24:26, 1 Peter 1:11, etc.) foretold by all the O.T. writers, 'as many 
as have spoken" (Acts 3:24, 1 Peter 1:10, etc.). 
 
(2) All sound interpretation of Scripture, whatever rules of grammar and exegesis may be used, 
must find the climax and purpose of all prophecy in Christ and his undivided seed, the true Israel of 
God. They must be solely to the praise of His glory, as abundantly declared in Ephesians 1 and 2. 
 
(3) Where the N.T. declares the meaning or fulfillment of an O.T. passage, its apostolic 
authority overrules any other preconception or conj ecture on the O.T. meaning , no matter how 
unexpected the N.T. interpretation might seem to be, and no matter how unforeseen by the O.T. 
writer. 
 
Regardless, then, of what the O.T. writer may have thought he was predicting, or of what his words or 
context may appear to say, where the New Testament speaks concerning an O.T. passage, we are 
shut up to what is says.  In fact, we find that every O.T. prophetic passage looking to the Cross or 
beyond, has been interpreted for us somewhere in the N.T. o r is closely connected with 
another O.T. passage that has been so interpreted . 
 
The great issue before us, then, in the struggle over millennial views, is the simple matter of 
obedience to Scripture, i.e. acceptance of the plain statements of the New Testa ment as the final 
and authoritative revelation of the Old.  
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AS AN EXAMPLE: 
Applying Whitelaw’s thoughts of Bible interpretation to the Scriptures about the  Millennium, let’s look 
at just one phrase in revelation 20. Refer to our diagram “Dispensational Order of Events ” 
 

����������	��
�����	�����������	��	���� �
 
“The Rest Of The Dead Lived Not For A Thousand Years . (Rev 5:20)”   
The resurrection of the ungodly comes a thousand years after the first resurrection according to the 
futurists.  There are other resurrections taught by the Premillennialists as well, but our concern is that 
none of this can be reconciled by clear teachings of the Lord Himself in John 5:24-29! 
 

John 5:24  Verily, verify, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on Him that 
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life . (Resurrection!) 
 
John 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live . (Resurrection!) 
 
John 5:26  For as the Father hath life in Himself, so hath He given to the Son to have life in 
Himself; 
 
John 5:27  And hath given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of 
man. 
 
John 5:28  Marvel not at this: for the hour  is coming, in the which all  that are in the graves 
shall hear His voice, 
 
John 5:29  And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation . 
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Nothing in these words of Jesus can be construed to suggest that there will be a thousand years 
between the resurrection of life and the resurrection of damnation.  He says that “the hour  is 
coming . . ." a singular time of Resurrection for all who are in the graves.  It is likely that He is 
referring to the first Resurrection of Rev. 20 in verses 24 and 25 in John 5 above.  Therefore all who 
are born again into Jesus Christ partake of the “first Resurrection,"( a spiritual resurrection) but all 
alike wait for the Resurrection at the END (the physical, bodily resurrection) when He shall give the 
Kingdom over to the Father. 
 
Anything in Revelation 20 that suggests differently must be taken metaphorically, spiritually, not 
naturally or physically.  The words of Jesus are our final authority. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Verse by Verse Exposition of Revelation Chapter 20: 1-6 
 
We were told in the first chapter that God would signify--"sign-ify" what should shortly come to pass.  We 
have seen that the Revelation is a collection of signs and symbols with spiritual meanings.  We have 
taken care to examine the "language of the prophets".  We found that phrases, symbols, and metaphors 
used in Revelation were not necessarily unique but were used by Old Testament prophets; we must, 
therefore, become familiar with the Scriptures and in this way let "Scripture interpret Scripture." 
 
As we approach this chapter, we face the popular belief in a literal 1,000 year millennium, during which 
time Jesus would reign on earth with resurrected saints (some believe David will reign in Jerusalem as 
Christ's co-regent). 
 
The entire futurist theory is based on a faulty premise introduced by the Jesuit scholar Francisco Ribera 
in 1585 in a thrust against the Protestant Reformation.  This premise was that Daniel's 70th week 
(Daniel 9:24) was catapulted into the future.  This figurative week--or, literal 7 years--is thought to be the 
time of tribulation, the time of the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem, the time of the revelation of the 
Antichrist, Beast, and False Prophet.  I believe this is not true, being based on Ribera's error.  Historicist 
theology does not teach about a literal millennium instituted after seven years of tribulation.  There have, 
however, been historicists who have believed in some literal millennium, but never in the context as it is 

CHURCH/GOSPEL AGE MILLENNIUM 

C
al

va
ry

 

-Church grows from a stone to a mountain filling 
the earth 
-Jesus reigns from Heaven until all His enemies 
are subdued (Ps. 110; 1 Cor. 15:24-26) 
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believed today by most futurists:  rapture -- 7 year tribulation -- Armageddon -- millennium -- final battle -- 
eternity.  We must, then, be aware of the "language of the prophets" in the Old Testament, and submit 
ourselves to the teachings in the New Testament. 
 
Rev. 20:1-3   And I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key of the abyss and a 

great key in his hand.  And he laid hold of the dra gon, the serpent of old, who is the devil 
and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the abyss, and shut it 
and sealed it over him, so that he should not decei ve the nations any longer until the 
thousand years were completed; after those things h e must be released for a short time.  

 
The abyss mentioned here is also found in Revelation chapters 9:1 and 11, 11:7, and 17:8.  Clearly we 
are talking in terms of signs and symbols.  I doubt we believe there would be a literal dragon, a physical 
chain, or even a literal bottomless pit. 
 
Here we see the chain representing the restraining power upon the devil.  The Scriptures indicate why 
he was bound, "...that he should deceive the nations no more...".  This binding, then, is measured--not in 
totality.  Jesus demonstrated His commission by signs and wonders, especially displaying His authority 
over demons.  He said, "But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come 
unto you."  (Matt. 12:28)  He was then accused of doing these wonders by the authority of the devil.  
Immediately Jesus responded, "...How can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, 
except he first bind the strong man?  and then he will spoil his house."  (Matt. 12:29)  The pattern is 
established:  first "bind", then take from the other's dominion.  This is what Jesus did! 
 
Consider:  a) Luke 10:17-19 
   b) John 12:31 
   c) Colossians 2:15 
   d) Hebrews 2:14 
   e) 1 John 3:8 
 
Christ, in this present age, has bound the devil.  It's just that simple! 
 
A Thousand Years  
Again, referring to the "language of the prophets" we must find this expression in Scripture to examine its 
usage.  In Deut. 7:9, Psalm 105:8, and Psalm 50:10, we find a "thousand year" period refers to an 
indefinite period--a long, long time, even forever--but not a literal, exact one thousand years, as differing 
from 999 or 1001 years. 
 
After that he must be loosed a little season  
The wonderful richness and depth of Scripture come into view here.  There tends to be confusion, until 
we examine the Greek word, "AFTER".  This is the Greek word "META", meaning "accompaniment" or 
"amid".  John, therefore, is telling us that accompanying, or amid the 1,000 years, Satan will be allowed 
a time of testing the earth.  Remember in chapter 12 John stated, "Woe to the inhabiters of the earth ... 
for the devil is come down to you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time" 
[little season].  (Rev. 12:12) 
 
Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil, and loosen those the devil placed in bondage.  Hebrews 
tells us that Jesus--through His own death--"destroyed him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil."  According to Matt. 12, Jesus needed to bind Satan prior to "spoiling" his goods--taking back 
those deceived by his lies. 
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Through His death and resurrection, then, Jesus has bound Satan:  the deceiver can no longer keep 
entire nations, kingdoms, and empires in darkness and death.  On the contrary, there is no nation or 
individual so bound that Jesus cannot set them free! 
 
After His resurrection, Jesus stated that all power was His.  He is presently ruling and reigning, and the 
power of the gospel is moving mightily in the earth.  This is the Gospel Age Millennium. 
 
Yet, in the midst of this time of Christ's Lordship, the devil still works, though he can no longer hold entire 
nations and races in darkness and idolatry as when before Christ came.  We are living in the spiritual 
"Gospel Age" Millennium, ruling and reigning with Christ now.  We are not looking for a literal, physical 
millennium in the future, during which time Israel, supposedly, will reign over the world, temple sacrifices 
will be restored [contrary, I think, to the entire thrust of Hebrews and Galatians!], and a resurrected King 
David will reign over Jerusalem. 
 
Charles Weston in his Study Bible stated: 
 
 The Lord Jesus was enthroned, Matt. 28:18 because He overcame Satan, Heb. 2:14; Matt. 

12:28,29.  Compare these verses with Rev. 3:21; Acts 2:22-36; Eph. 1:19-23.  These show His 
victory and enthronement... 

 
 You will  not find a millennial kingdom in the teachings of Jesus, Peter, or Paul.  The apostles 

have given us all the counsel of God.  (Acts 2:42, 1 John 4:6, Gal 1:7-12).  They never taught a 
coming Judaistic kingdom or a restoration of temple and sacrifices, though this Pharisaic teaching 
is what they had been taught before.  They rejected it after Pentecost and warned against it. 

 
 (Phil 3:1-3-8; John 18:36; 6:15; 1 Cor. 14:37; Gal. 3:10; 4:9-11; Gal. 4:21-31; Gal. 5:1-5; Heb. 

13:9-15, 20-21) 
 
 Never must any symbol be interpreted so as to alter, transgress or go beyond the clear teachings 

of Christ or the apostles as developed in the Gospels, the Acts, or the Epistles.  Stern warnings 
forbid this practice. 

 
20:4-6  And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judg ment was given unto them:  and I 

saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the wi tness of Jesus, and for the word of 
God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neithe r his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and t hey lived and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. 

 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the  thousand years were finished.  This is the 
first resurrection 

 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first  resurrection:  on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and  of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years.  

 
Notice that John saw the souls of the godly Christians who are resurrected and reign with Christ.  The 
"rest of the dead" refer to the ungodly dead who do not participate in this first resurrection.  It is then 
stated that the godly are not under the power of the "second death". 
 
The first death/resurrection is that of the SOUL. 
The second death/resurrection is that of the BODY. 
 
God had told Adam, "in the day that thou eatest thereof (referring to the forbidden fruit), thou shalt surely 
die (Gen. 2:17).  Adam sinned and "that day", as God said, he died:  he was spiritually separated from 
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God; however, bodily death did not occur for hundreds of years.  Because of Adam's original sin, the 
human race came into existence spiritually dead.  As we should expect, the New Testament and the 
teachings of Jesus vindicate this position:  our Lord said, "let the dead bury their dead".  (Matt. 8:22)  
Paul stated that we were "dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 2:1). 
 
In connection with this spiritual death, faith in Christ brings a resurrection from the effect of this first 
death.  "Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us [made us alive] together with Christ, 
(by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up toge ther, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus"  (Eph 2:5,6).  Adam's "first" death was spiritual; his second was physical. 
 
The Christians' first resurrectional experience is spiritual, the second resurrection will be that of the 
physical body which shall occur when the Lord returns for the Consummation of the Ages.  Note that the 
bodies of the wicked and righteous will be raised together (contrary to some futurists' segmented rapture 
scenario).  [See John 5:24-25, 28-29; 11:25,26; Job 19:25,26; Isaiah 26:19; Daniel 12:2] 
 
When a person has experienced the "first" resurrection, he is sitting with Christ already, spiritually 
speaking (Eph. 2:6).  Death of the body, then, will become a complete release into the presence of the 
Lord.  For unbelievers, bodily death leads to eternal judgment, for "it is appointed unto men once to die 
[bodily...the 'second' death] and after that, the judgment".  This second death leads to eternal terror for 
the unbeliever.  Hence verse 6:  "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection:  on such 
the second death hath no power; but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him 
a thousand years." 
 
These verses enhance the teaching of our Lord re. the resurrection. 
 
 "But as touching the resurrection of the dead, have  ye not read that which was spoken 

unto you by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, a nd the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob?  God is not the God of the dead, but of the living."   Matthew 22:31-32 

 
Matthew 24 Outline  

 
 I. Related References 
 
 II. Introduction 
 
 III. Explanation of Selected Phrases 
 
  A. The Gospel Preached in the World … Then Shall t he End Come 
   (Matthew 24:14) 
 
  B. The Sign of the Son of Man in Heaven (24:30) 
 
  C. Gathering the Elect (24:31) 
 
  D. This Generation (24:34) 
 
  E. One Shall Be Taken, and the Other Left (24:37- 42) 
 
 IV. Conclusion 
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MATTHEW 24 
(paralleled in Mark 13 and Luke 21) 

edited from John Bray’s Matthew 24 Fulfilled  
 

 
I. Related References  

·  Matthew 24 
·  Matthew 21:33-45   Parable of Landowner 
·  Matthew 22:1-10   Parable of Wedding Feast 
·  Matthew 23:32-39   Woes/Calamities on Jewish Leaders 
·  Daniel 7:13,14   Coronation of the Son of Man 
·  Matthew 16:28; Mark 9:1; Matthew 26:64 (Acts 7:56)   Kingdom of God Seen Within Their 

Lifetime 
 
II. Introduction  
 
Matthew 24 emphasizes the manifestation of the Kingdom.  Jesus came inaugurating His kingdom , 
proving its existence with His mighty miracles.  After His resurrection, He told His disciples that all 
power (authority) in Heaven and earth had been given Him.  He took up His reign at the right hand of 
the Father (see Dan. 7:13,14).  From that elevated position in glory, He came manifesting His 
Kingdom  to Israel in power at Pentecost (Acts 2), and in the events of AD 67-70, when His glory and 
power were revealed to all in His coming (arrival, ‘parousia’) in judgement on all those who violently 
opposed that Kingdom. 
 
The entire 24th chapter of Matthew deals with the coming destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in 
the year AD 70. 
 
To help us fully understand Jesus’ words, we need the background found in Matthew 21:33-45, 
Matthew 22:1-10 and Matthew 23.  Jesus spoke the parable of the householder and wicked servants, 
indicting the religious rulers of the day.  In Matthew 21:43, He said, “The kingdom of God shall be 
taken from you, and given to a  nation bringing forth fruits.”  This relates directly to the prophecy of 
Matthew 24.  We know who the new nation was, according to 1 Peter 2:9 (also see Isaiah 65:15). 
 
Then, in Matthew 23, Jesus pronounces “woes” (judgement) on the Scribes and Pharisees and 
provides the timetable for these events by saying, “All these things shall come upon this generation”.  
The 23rd chapter ends with Jesus prophesying of the destruction or desolation of the temple.  The 
parallel passage in Luke 19:41-44 records Jesus’ plaintive cry “If thou hadst known, even thou, the 
things which belong unto thy peace! but now they ar e hid from thine eyes.  For the days shall 
come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a tre nch about thee, and compass thee round, 
and keep thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children 
within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one s tone upon another; because thou knewest 
not the time of thy visitation.”  
 
No doubt, Jesus’ scathing words addressed to the Jewish leaders beginning with Matthew 21 and 
culminating with Matthew 23 took place in the Temple courts.  Jesus then left the Temple (never to 
enter it again!) with the words, “your house is left to you desolate”.  At this point, the disciples drew 
His attention to the buildings of the Temple, an awe-inspiring edifice (Herod’s temple).  Some temple 
blocks were fabulous in size: as much as 67’ long, 7 ½ ‘ high and 9 ‘ wide.  To the Jews, there was no 
building like this in all the world! 
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Imagine then the shock and disbelief of the disciples when Jesus said, “… not one stone shall be left 
upon another…”.  (In fact, Turnus Rufus who was left in the command of the army at Jerusalem, 
ploughed the hill of the sanctuary, and tore up the very foundation of the temple, fulfilling Micah 3:12.) In 
their minds, Jesus’ words of judgement were sobering and far-reaching—the Temple was the very core 
of the entire Jewish sacrificial system.  The destruction of the Temple meant the end of the very essence 
of Judaism: the end of the Jewish age! (Note, however, the non-literal language of verse two [‘not one 
stone upon another’—although some structures were allowed to remain standing] implies we should 
have the same understanding of some statements of grandeur and heightened description [ex. John 
21:25].  This is hyperbole.)  Such a catastrophic event was precipitated by ever-increasing wickedness, 
hypocrisy, and rebellion.  Jesus’ words heralded the coming of God in judgment on the Jews.  
 
Jesus and His disciples walked to the Mount of Olives (in stunned silence, I’m sure.)  The disciples 
talked about the importance of Jesus’ words and the consequences of them.  Was this to be the end of 
the age?  They then came to Him and asked a question: 
 
Their Question  
 
The disciples’ question was three-fold: “When shall these things be? and what shall be the signs of thy 
coming, and of the end of the world?” 
 
There is absolutely no suggestion that this three-part question should be referring to two or three 
different events separated by hundreds of years!  They were concerned with the time and events 
preceding the destruction of the Temple. 
 
FIRST PART -WHEN? 

·  not soon, but within the generation (40 years…) 
 
SECOND PART -SIGNS OF YOUR COMING?  

·  His coming was associated with significant events  
·  ‘parousia’ –arrival, not return:  parousia of the Son of Man signified the full 

manifestation of Messiah in power 
·  Remember, Jesus previously said He would ‘come’ in their lifetime!  See Matthew 

16:28, Mark 9:1.  (Some say Matthew 16 refers to Transfiguration in Matthew 17, but it 
can’t be according to the proper use of language!  It is ridiculous for Jesus to say some 
won’t taste of death before they see His Kingdom, if he was referring to an event only 
six days later! 

·  The disciples were not thinking of a future second coming of Christ thousands of years 
later, but were associating “these things” with an actual coming of Christ in judgement 
and power at that time.  Remember, Jesus had told Caiaphas, “Hereafter shall ye see 
the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.”  
(Matthew 26:64) 

 
THIRD PART -END OF THE AGE? 

·  They also associated “these things” with the end of the world.  “World’ is not from 
‘kosmos’ meaning world and its inhabitants, nor ‘oikoumene’ meaning inhabited earth; 
rather, it is from ‘aeon’ meaning ‘age’.  They were concerned about the Jewish age in 
which they then lived. 
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III.Explanation of Selected Phrases  
 
Matthew 24:4-13 
Jesus describes the tumultuous times of the next 38 years to the fall of Jerusalem and final destruction 
of their country. 
 
A.The Gospel Preached in the World … Then Shall the  End Come  
 
Matthew 24:14  
“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in  all the world for a witness unto all nations; 
and then shall the end come.”     
 
This is the same end of the world (age) in verse 3—that is the end of the Jewish age.  This is not to be 
applied to second coming of Christ and reaching of the lost with gospel. 
 
Paul clearly states that what Jesus predicted had, in fact, come to pass in his own day. (c. AD 64) 
 

Col. 1:5-6 “…the gospel, which is come unto you, as it is in all the world.” 
 
Col. 1:23 “…the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which 

is under Heaven.” 
 
Rom. 10:18 “But I say, Have they not heard?  Yes, verily, their sound went into all the earth, and 

their words unto the ends of the world.” 
 
Rom. 16:25-26 “…my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ … now is made manifest, 

and … made known to ALL NATIONS for the obedience of faith.” 
 
Acts 2:5 “We are told there were devout men, out of every nation under Heaven” who heard the 

gospel message on the Day of Pentecost. 
 
Note that verse 14 does not say the preaching of the gospel stops when the end (of the Jewish age) 
comes.  On the contrary, there would be greater opportunities.  Consider the parable of the Wedding 
Feast in Matthew 22:1-14 where the king and his armies destroy the wicked city after they spurned his 
invitations to his son’s wedding and mistreated and killed his messengers.  Afterward, he sent out more 
invitations to anyone who would be found—everyone was now welcome to fill the wedding hall. 
 
This also fits in well with Jesus’ parable of the Landowner in Matthew 21.  The wicked husbandmen who 
rejected the servants and killed the Landowner’s only Son were killed, and Jesus stated, “the kingdom of 
God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.  (verse 43)  The chief 
priests and Pharisees knew that Jesus was talking about them. (verse 45) 
 
Matthew 24:15-22 
-abomination of desolation; Great Tribulation (refer to previous sessions #2, #3) 
 
Matthew 24:23-28 
-other events surrounding these troublesome times 
 
Matthew 24:29-31 
At first, these verses seem to point to Christ’s Second Coming, but verse 34 (“… This generation shall 
not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.”) tells us how to interpret this chapter by its obvious references 
to: 
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 -23:36—“all these things shall come on this generation” 
 -16:28—“There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of 

man coming in his kingdom” 
 21:40-45—Jesus introduces the parables outlining the taking of the kingdom from the Jews 
 
These verses (29-31) also clearly apply to AD 70: 
 
Matthew 24:29 
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken.” 
 
The sun and moon refer to Israel (Gen. 39).  Their lights are put out! 
 
 Isaiah 13:9,10—same language—judgement on Babylon 
 Isaiah 34:4,5—judgement on Idumea 
 Amos 5:18-22—darkness not light 
 Amos 8:9—similar metaphors 
 
The similar metaphoric language confirms that Jesus is using the same language the prophets used in 

describing judgement. 
 
B. The Sign of the Son of Man in Heaven  
 
Matthew 24:30  
“And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in  heaven:  and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man comi ng in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory.” 
 
 (reprinted from Matthew 24 Fulfilled by John L. Bray) 
 

“The sign of the Son of man IN HEAVEN” is the sign or proof that the Son of man is “in 
heaven” (as it says), in fulfillment of Daniel 7:13-14 which predicted that the Son of man 
would come "with the clouds of heaven" and "TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS" (in Heaven), to 
receive His everlasting kingdom.  His appearing in judgement was proof of that. 
 
I am going to repeat this, with emphasis, as this is the crux of this whole section: 
 
THE "SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN IN HEAVEN" IS THE SIGN OR PROOF THAT THE SON 
OF MAN IS "IN HEAVEN" (AS IT SAYS) IN FULFILLMENT OF DANIEL 7:13-14 WHICH 
PROPHESIED THAT THE SON OF MAN WOULD COME "WITH THE CLOUDS OF 
HEAVEN" AND "TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS" (IN HEAVEN), TO RECEIVE HIS 
EVERLASTING KINGDOM.  HIS APPEARING IN JUDGMENT WAS THE PROOF OF THAT. 
 
The very act of God's destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem itself through the 
instrumentality of the Roman armies was the manifestation of the power and glory of the Son 
of man, and it was proof to the Jewish people of the Messiahship of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
Apocalyptic language is used to describe the catastrophic events that took place at that time. 
 
Remember, the disciples had asked, "WHAT shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of 
the world [age]?" (Matthew 24:3 ).  And now here Jesus is saying that after the abomination of 
desolation, after the great tribulation, after the powers that be fall from their lofty positions, 
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then - THEN - it is that they will see the sign of the SON OF MAN IN HEAVEN!  All that has 
happened ends up in climactic proof that Jesus Christ is in Heaven, reigning at the right hand 
of the Father, and judging His enemies on earth.  Now is His parousia / coming!  Now is His 
revelation of His power and glory!  Now is the Son of Man seen coming in His kingdom! 
 
J. Marcellus Kik said: 
 

"The judgement upon Jerusalem was the sign of the fact that the Son of man was 
reigning in heaven.  There has been misunderstanding due to the reading of this 
verse, as some have thought it to be ‘a sign in heaven.' But this is not what the verse 
says; it says the sign of the Son of man in heaven.  The phrase 'in heaven' defines 
the locality of the Son of man and not of the sign.  A sign was not to appear in the 
heavens, but the destruction of Jerusalem was to indicate the rule of the Son of man 
in heaven" (J.  Marcellus  Kik, An Eschatology  of Victory, p. 137). 

 
David Chilton said: 
 

"The destruction of Jerusalem was the sign that the Son of Man, the Second Adam, 
was in heaven, ruling over the world and disposing it for His own purposes.  At His 
ascension, He had come on the cloud of heaven to receive the Kingdom from His 
Father; the destruction of Jerusalem was the revelation of this fact.  In Matthew 24, 
therefore, Jesus was not prophesying that He would literally come on the clouds in 
A.D. 70 (although it was figuratively true).  His literal “coming on the clouds," in 
fulfillment of Daniel 7, took place in A.D. 30, at the beginning of the 'terminal 
generation.' But in A.D. 70 the tribes of Israel would see the destruction of the nation 
as the result of His having ascended to the throne of heaven, to receive His kingdom" 
(David Chilton, The Great Tribulation, p. 25). 

 
In another book, Paradise Restored, David Chilton said: 
 

" . . . the location spoken of is heaven, not just the sky ; second, it is not the sign 
which is in heaven, but the Son of Man who is in heaven.  The point is simply that this 
great judgement upon Israel, the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple, will be the 
sign that Jesus  Christ is enthroned in heaven at the Father's right  hand, ruling 
over the nations and bringing vengeance upon His en emies.  The divinely 
ordained cataclysm of A.D. 70 revealed that Christ had taken the Kingdom from Israel 
and given it to the Church; the desolation of the old Temple was the final sign that God 
had deserted it and was now dwelling in a new Temple, the Church" (David Chilton, 
Paradise Restored, p. 100). 

 
The wording of this passage refers us back to the expression, "The Son of man" as found in 
Daniel 7:13, which expression Jesus had used concerning Himself when referring to His 
coming (parousia) in the events associated with the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Temple.  In Daniel 7:13-14 the Son of man was seen coming with the clouds of heaven to the 
Ancient of days and receiving His everlasting kingdom.  This was a prophecy which was 
finally fulfilled in the ascension of Jesus to the Father (see Acts 2:30-26) . 
 
Even though the kingdom was given to Christ upon His ascension to the Father, it remained 
for the manifestation of this to be seen in some way by all of Israel.  Jesus said that this took 
place in those final events leading up to the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple in A.D. 
70. Here was the "sign" that JESUS was the fulfillment of the Son of man who was seen in 
Daniel coming in the clouds of heaven (Daniel 7:13).  He WAS the Son of man "coming in the 
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clouds of heaven" (Matthew 24:30).  This great calamitous ending of the city of Jerusalem 
and the Temple was this SIGN.  It fulfilled what Jesus had said that Caiaphas the high priest 
would see.  Caiaphas had asked Jesus if He were the Christ (Messiah), the Son of God.  
Jesus told him yes, and added, "Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven" (Matthew 26:64) .  Caiaphas understood 
Jesus' prediction as a claim to Messiahship, as evidenced by his statement in the next verse, 
"He hath spoken blasphemy." The words of Jesus were symbolical and apocalyptic language, 
of course.  Caiaphas would see BOTH Jesus "sitting on the right hand of power" (signifying 
authority) and "coming in the clouds of heaven" (signifying fulfillment in Jesus the "Son of 
man" [in Daniel 7:13] and Messiah).  Not only he, if he were still living at the time, but all 
others of that generation too, saw this prediction fulfilled in those momentous days of A.D. 70 
in the events of the complete destruction of all that he as high priest stood for. 
 
No wonder Caiaphas "rent his clothes" when Jesus first told him this; but if Caiaphas was 
present at Jerusalem. or nearby when these things happened, he would surely have been 
reminded of what Jesus had said. 
 
They destroyed His Temple, and forty years later He destroyed theirs. 

 
C. Gathering the Elect  
 
Matthew 24:31  
“And He shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of heav en to the other.” 
 
This is not a ‘Rapture’ reference, seeing that three verses later, Jesus said these things would 
happen in this generation! 
 
After the coming of the Son of man, He would do with His elect ones what He could not do with 
rebellious Jerusalem prior to His death! 
 
  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 

thee, how often would I have gathered  thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!”  Matthew 23:37 

 
Also, in John 11:51-52, the High Priest had “prophesied that Jesus should die for the nations; … and 
gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad.” 
 
“Angels” here means “messengers” from the Greek word ‘aggelos’.  It is translated messengers in 
Matthew 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke 7:24, 27; Luke 9:52; 2 Cor. 12:7; James 2:24, etc., and refers to those 
Christ would call and send forth into all the world of the Gentiles to preach His Gospel. 
 
The following is again reprinted from John Bray’s book, Matthew 24 Fulfilled: 
 

Henry Hammond, one of the older of the commentators, expressed it thusly: 
 

"31.  And he shall, as with an herald and a loud sounding trumpet, gather together all the 
persevering believers, that remnant whom he purposed to preserve from this destruction, 
wheresoever they are in any part of Judaea, (see Rev. vii. 12) and rescue them from this 
common calamity: see ver. 40, 41, and Rev. vii. 3, 4, etc!” (Henry Hammond , v. 1, p. 
116 new ed.). 
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But His deliverance of the early Christians was only the beginning of any gathering that would 
be taking place as time went on. 
 
Nisbett's definition of "from one end of heaven to the other," was, "From the four quarters of 
the land; from one end of the Jewish dominion to the other" (Nisbett , p. 28).  We know, of 
course, that the statement had more of a universal meaning than that limited definition, 
though the idea no doubt was included. 
 
Milton S.  Terry said: 
 

"This verse has been understood, figuratively, of the sending forth of the messengers of 
the Gospel to gather unto Christ an elect Church in place of the outcast Israel.  In that 
sense it was a procedure which followed the parousia and still continues." (Milton S.  
Terry, Biblical Hermeneutics, footnote, p. 447). 

 
This gathering of God's people would continue right on through the conversion of Gentiles 
who would “sit down" with those of the Old Testament saints.  "And I say unto you, That many 
shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in 
the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 8:11). 
 
This process actually began during that transition period from Christ to the destruction of 
Jerusalem.  In Acts we are shown how God began to bring in the Gentiles (Cornelius, Acts 
10-11).  And when they had their conference at Jerusalem about this, James declared that 
what had happened was in fulfillment of the words of the prophets" (Acts 15:15) .  He said, 
 

"Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to TAKE OUT OF 
THEM a people for his name.  And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is 
written, ‘After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen 
down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:  that the residue of men 
might seek after the Lord, and all Gentiles, upon whom my name is called … " (Acts 
15:14-17). 
 

The dispensational premillennialists want to stretch the time of fulfillment of that period out 
into a future millennium, but James declared its past fulfilment in the days of early Christianity.  
And it might have been only a small start at that time, but was destined to become an ever-
increasing process especially after the demise of the Jewish system.  God's people would be 
gathered from everywhere! 

 
D. This Generation  
 
Matthew 24:32-34  
“Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his bran ch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is night:  So likewise ye, when ye  shall see all these things, know that it is 
near, even at the doors.  Verily I say unto you, Th is generation shall not pass, till all these things  
be fulfilled.” 
 
The following is reprinted from John Bray’s book, Matthew 24 Fulfilled: 
 

Meaning of the Word "Generation" in This Verse  
The word "generation" as used in Matthew 24:34 is from the Greek word “genea" which 
means, “by implication an age (the period or the persons)." 
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This word has the same meaning as the word "generation" found in Luke 11:50-51 : 
"That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may 
be required of THIS GENERATION; " . . . verily I say unto you, It shall be required of THIS 
GENERATION." 

 
Judgement upon Israel, and all the things mentioned in Matthew 24, would come upon THAT 
generation.  It did, during the lifetime of many of those who lived at that time. 
 
Several other passages in the New Testament where this identical word (same in the Greek - 
genea) is used, would be: 
 

Luke 1:50: "And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation." 
 
Acts  13:36: "For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on 
sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption.” 
 
Hebrews 3:10: "Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, They do alway err in 
their heart; and they have not known my ways.” 
 

About the best verse I can think of which clearly shows the meaning of this word 
("generation/genea") as used in Matthew 24:34, is Matthew 1:17: 

 
Matthew 1:17: "So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and 
from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the 
carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations." 
 

Here are 42 generations.  If "race" (for example) were meant by this word, does this passage 
mean there were 42 races of Israel, all of whom came from Abraham's blood?  This passage 
ought to really settle the matter as to the meaning of the word. 
 
Some say (a modern innovation) that the "generation" Jesus mentioned would be the 
generation following the proclamation of Israel as a nation in 1948.  Then, taking 40 years as a 
generation, they even timed the second coming of Christ for the year 1988 - 40 years later 
(and I am writing this paragraph in August of 1988 when a number of these modern gurus 
have proclaimed September 12, 1988, as the anticipated date of the Rapture!).  And this in 
spite of the fact that some of their counterparts were previously saying the Rapture would take 
place in 1981 and were sadly embarrassed by its lack of occurrence.  They too taught that 
Christ would come in 1988, a generation from the time Israel became a nation, but believing 
there would be a tribulation for seven years before that coming and a Rapture seven years 
prior to that coming at the beginning of that seven years of tribulation, surely then the Rapture 
would be in 1981! 
 
Such thinking on the part of these folks was occasioned by their belief that when Jesus told 
them the fig tree putting forth new leaves was a sign that summer was near, and that likewise 
when they saw all those things they would know that it was near, even at the door (Matthew 
24:32-34), and that the generation would not pass till all those things were fulfilled.  That much 
is absolutely true, and Jesus said it; but the mistake on the part of these modern-day prophets 
is in believing that the "fig tree" Jesus mentioned referred to Israel, and that the "generation" 
Jesus mentioned referred to the 40 years following the beginning of the state of Israel in May 
of 1948.  And their mistake also is in believing that Jesus said just "fig tree" alone.  Read Luke 
21:29, and you will see that He said, “'Behold the fig tree, AND ALL THE TREES.” So He could 
not be using just a fig tree to illustrate Israel; and not only so, He never mentioned anything in 
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the world about the beginning of a nation or state of Israel.  He said, "THESE THINGS," and 
He was referring to those things which He had predicted would come prior to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, etc.  When they saw those things begin to come to pass, they would know that "the 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand" (Luke 21:31) . 
 
Hal Lindsey, in his book, The Late Great Planet Earth, put it this way: 
 

"When the Jewish people, after nearly 2,000 years of exile, under relentless 
persecution, became a nation again on 14 May, 1948 the "fig tree" put forth its first 
leaves. 
 
"Jesus said that this would indicate that He was 'at the door,' ready to return.  Then He 
said, 'Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take 
place' (Matthew 24:34 NASB). 
 
"What generation?  Obviously, in context, the generation that would see the signs - chief 
among them the rebirth of Israel.  A generation in the Bible is something like forty years.  
If this is a correct deduction, then within forty years or so of 1948, all these things could 
take place.  Many scholars who studied Bible prophecy all their lives believe that this is 
so" (Hal Lindsey, pp. 53-54). 

 
It is interesting that chapter 2 of Lindsey's book is headed, When is  a Prophet a Prophet?  
And his second chapter heading is, Do We Really Live and Learn? with the first sentence in 
the chapter reading "It's ironic that man never seems to learn from past mistakes, especially 
when they relate to major catastrophes.”  We know, of course, that Lindsey's (and others') 
predictions of the Lord's return in 1988 or so did not take place, and so that theory they used 
about the meaning of "generation" has been thrown out the window. 
 
Why do not Bible teachers simply accept the meaning of the word to be what Jesus meant it to 
be? 
 

“Dispensationalism tried to make 'this generation' refer to the 'terminal generation,' as 
Hal Lindsey calls it, but Jesus always meant the generation that witnesses the 
preaching and death of Jesus, as any concordance will reveal" (Dale Moody, p. 556) . 

 
It might be helpful to notice what a number of translations say about this verse in connection 
with the meaning of "this generation": 
 

New English Bible: "I tell you this: the present generation will live to see it all." 
 
Today's English Version: "Remember this!  All these things will happen before the 
people now living have all died." 
 
Moffatt's Translation: "I tell you truly, the present generation will not pass away, till all 
this happens.” 
 
Weymouth's Translation: "I tell you in solemn truth that the present generation will 
certainly not pass away until all this has taken place." 

 
These translations hit the nail on the head.  The meaning of the word was that of the "present" 
generation in the time of Christ; not some future generation thousands of years away. 
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When Jesus said, "This generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled" (vs. 34) , 
these things (just mentioned) included "the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory" (vs. 30) , because He was to come immediately after the tribulation at 
the end (vss. 29-30) . 
 
This passage (vs. 34) was responsible for showing me that the coming of Christ "in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory" WHATEVER IT MEANS - happened in that same 
generation to which Jesus spoke.  His coming was part of the "ALL THINGS" which He said 
would occur in THAT generation. 
 
The Word "Generation" Here Does Not Mean "A Race" o f People  
It is unfortunate that some have defined this word "generation" so as to mean “race” and try to 
make Jesus say that all these things would happen before the "race" of Jews had passed 
away.  But Jesus was not talking about any "race" of Jews. 
 
God told Israel that they were to keep the Passover as "a feast to the LORD throughout your 
generations" (Exodus 12:14) .  What did He mean here?  Different "races" of people, or rather 
different periods of time? 
 
The word "generation" as used in this verse does not mean "kind, nation, offspring, stock." On 
this C.I. Scofield says (p. 1034, old edition, Scofield Reference Bible ): 
 

"Gr. genea, the primary definition of which is, 'race, kind, family, stock, breed;' (So all 
lexicons.) That the word is used in this sense here is sure because none of 'these 
things,' the world-wide preaching of the kingdom, the great tribulation, the return of the 
Lord in visible glory, and the regathering of the elect, occurred at the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Titus, A.D. 70.  The promise is, therefore, that the generation - nation, or 
family of Israel - will be preserved unto 'these things'; a promise wonderfully fulfilled to 
this day." 

 
Mr. Scofield is wrong here.  He used the wrong Greek word with his definition, for the definition 
he gives is for the Greek word, "genos." But this is not the word used in Matthew 24:34 .  The 
word used in Matthew 24:34 is certainly "genea," but this has a different definition which is, 
"by implication an age.” 
 
If the verse meant "kind, nation, offspring, stock," then it would have had the Greek word 
"genos," but it did not; the word is "genea ” and Scofield's definition of that word is not correct. 
 
The word "genea" is used in Luke 1:50, "from generation to generation." It is used in Acts  
13:36, "he had served his own generation." It is used in Hebrews 3:10 , "I was grieved with that 
generation.” As can easily be seen, this word means an age or period of time, not a race of 
people. 
 
An example of the use of the word "genos" (which is NOT used in Matthew 24:34) would be I 
Peter 2:9, "But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation. . . ." Here it is 
evident that this is the word that means "kind, nation, offspring, stock." But this is not the word 
used in Matthew 24:34. 
 
Another Greek  word for “generation” is “gennema ” and means "offspring – fruit.” This 
particular word is found in Matthew 23:33  where Jesus said, "Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?" But this word is also not the one that is 
used in Matthew 24:34. 
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It is bad that Mr. Scofield made this error as he supposedly checked out the Greek lexicons, 
for it has certainly played havoc with the theology of some later Bible teachers. 
 
What Jesus meant by all those things happening in that generation, including the parousia  l 
coming of Christ, was that they would all happen while some of those folks to whom He 
preached were still alive, as we pointed out from Matthew 16:28 . 
 
A study of the passages where Jesus used this word (genea / generation) shows that Jesus 
generally used the word in connection with the people who were right then and there in His 
own time.  The places in Matthew where this exact word is used are: Matthew 11:16; 12:39, 
41, 42, 45; 16:4; 17:17; 23:33, 36; 24:34.  Look them up and see for yourself.  Also, there are 
twenty-one other times in the New Testament where this exact word is used; a concordance 
will show you where they are. 
 
Once again, the meaning of the word "generation" (genea) in Matthew 24:34 is, "by 
implication, an age (the period or the persons): - age, generation, nation, time” (See Strong's 
Concordance ). 
 
David Chilton, in his book The Great Tribulation , has covered this point very well.  He said: 
 

"Some have sought to get around the force of this text by saying that the word 
generation here really means race, and that Jesus was simply saying that the Jewish 
race would not die out until all these things took place.  Is that true?  I challenge you: 
Get out your concordance and look up every New Testament occurrence of the word 
generation (in Greek, genea) and see if it ever means 'race' in any other context.  
Here are all the references for the Gospels: Matthew 1:17; 11:16; 12:39, 41, 42, 45; 
16:4; 17:17; 23:36; 24:34; Mark 8:12, 38; 9:19; 13:30; Luke 1:48, 50; 7:31; 9.41; 11:29, 
30, 31, 32, 50, 51; 16:8; 17:25; 21:32.  Not one of these references is speaking of the 
entire Jewish race over thousands of years; all use the word in its normal sense of the 
sum  total of those living at the same time .  It always refers to contemporaries. (In 
fact, those who say it means "race" tend to acknowledge this fact, but explain that the 
word suddenly changes its meaning when Jesus uses it in Matthew  24!  We can smile 
at such a transparent error, but we should also remember that this is very serious.  We 
are dealing with the Word of the living God.)" (David Chilton,  The Great Tribulation , 
p.3). 

 
"Although attempts have been made to interpret this generation as the Jews, or as the 
human race in general, it is more likely that originally it meant the generation living at 
the time of Jesus.” (J.C Fenton , p. 391). 

 
E. One Shall be Taken, and the Other Left  
 
Matthew 24: 36-44  
This does not support the Rapture theory; in fact, it is a strong indictment against it!  (See session 
#3—The Rapture and the Great Tribulation) 
 
IV. Conclusion  
 
In conclusion, the controversy and confusion generated by this chapter is quickly dispelled by 
Matthew 24:34 and the correlated verses.  “All these things” happened within one generation of 
Jesus’ words.  “All these things” included the things the disciples asked Jesus about: 
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 1) The destruction of the Temple, 
 2) The coming of the Son of man, 
 3) The end of the age. 
 
The parousia / coming of Christ coincided with the end of that age and the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple in AD 67-70. 
 
Jesus’ words in this chapter foretold an abrupt and startling end to Judaism.  The cup of iniquity 
was filled, and judgement would be poured out with finality.  In the physical realm, the Old 
Covenant was forever closed, with no hope of opening again.  God came in judgement, and the 
branch of Israel was cut off.  This visitation of the Son of man in the clouds was evidence that He 
was indeed on the throne ruling and reigning. 
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Book of Revelation—Introduction  
 
“Imagine the history of the world being prewritten in a language unknown to mankind! Its truth would remain hidden until 
such time as the words could be deciphered, or until events themselves interpreted the meaning.  Just so with the Book of 
Revelation, written in symbolic language, speaking of Seals, Trumpets, Vials; of suns, moons and stars; of beasts, 
scorpions, dragons and coloured horses; of thunders, lightnings and great woes; of earthquakes, fires, olive trees and 
candlesticks.  It speaks, with great contrast, of the true and false; of the true woman chased by a Serpent or Dragon; and 
a false woman gorgeously clothed, deceiving multitudes in the earth into believing that she alone is the one to follow.  It 
speaks of a ‘Great City’ full of evil, and a ‘Beloved City’ which will be full of glory.” 
 
“In chapter 19 it speaks of great rejoicing when all that has deceived the earth is destroyed, great multitudes saying 
Alleluia when salvation, glory, honour, power and Truth are revealed. A ‘Lamb’ has appeared, bringing light into the 
darkness, and a precious city is built up, fashioned (symbolically) of pure gold like unto ‘clear glass’ whose foundations 
are ‘garnished with all manner of precious stones.’  Finally, there is a wonderful Bride revealed, which, partnered by the 
Spirit of God, says to whosoever will: ‘Come...And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take of the 
water of life freely.’” 

--John S. Fox 
 

Book of Revelation—Chapters 1-11  
 
Chapter 1: Visions of the Son of Man  
 

¨  he “signified it by his angel...” (1:1) 
¨  “signified”: prophecy given in signs and symbols.  These are properly called metaphors. 
¨  “for the time is at hand.” (1:3) This phrase does not leave room for dispensationalism’s two millennia of 

delay! 
 
Chapters 2 & 3: The Seven Churches  
 

1. Ephesus  (AD 30-100): A Relaxation of Effort 
2. Smyrna  (“Anointing Oil”; AD 64-313): Pagan Rome’s Persecutions  It is during this time that we have the 

first “Divine Time Measure” of Revelation. 
3. Pergamos  (“Married to Power”; AD 313-606): The Imperial Church (Papal Beginnings) It was during this 

period that the Western Empire collapsed allowing for the rise of the authority of the Bishop of Rome.  
During this period, the Popes replaced the emperors, and Paul’s “man of sin” was revealed in fulfillment of II 
Thess. 2. 

4.  Thyatira  (“Ruled by a Woman”; AD 606-1507): Papal Triumph and Persecution (The Dark Ages) The 1260 
year domination of Daniel’s “little horn” began. 

5. Sardis  (“Precious Stone”; AD 1517-1739): The Reformation. It was during this period that liberating Truth 
was revealed to the reformers; still, empty religion clung to the vast majority. 

6. Philadelphia  (“Brotherly Love”; AD 1793 onward): The Great Awakening.  We have in this period the 
beginning of the world-wide missionary movement--the “wheat” church 

7. Laodicea  (“Ruled by the Laity”; AD 1850 onward): Rejecting the Lukewarm.  The “tares” church grows 
together with the “wheat”, until the end. 

 
Chapter 4: The Heavenly Vision  
 

¨  We have an introduction to the symbolic use of numbers in the book of Revelation 
¨  Note the use of Old Testament types and symbols in the light of New Testament truth.  The use of these 

symbols and pictures indicate the transition from natural rituals to spiritual realities. 
¨  “Come up...” (4:4) This verse is used by futurists to support the rapture theory.  They say that since the word 

“church” is not used again, the church must have been taken.  In this regard, consider: 
 - saints, martyrs, and overcomers are mentioned 
 - do we reject the gospel of John, because “church” is not mentioned? 
 - “Jesus” isn’t mentioned until chapter 12! 
 - is Romans 1-15 not to the church because the word “church” is not mentioned? 
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Chapter 5: The Seven Sealed Scroll  
 

¨  “...a book (scroll) written within, and on the backside, sealed with seven seals.” 
The opening of these seven seals begins the unfolding of future events in John’s heavenly 
vision.  As the seventh seal is opened, a new series of judgments begin.  In fact, the seventh 
seal is composed of the seven trumpet judgments.  In turn, as the seventh trumpet sounds, a 
new series of seven vial judgments begin.  Again, following this layered- unfolding of events, 
the seventh trumpet is the seven vial judgments. 

¨  “...written within, and on the backside...” 
Writing was on the front and back of the scroll; it would be a story twice-told: 
Chapters 6-11: key events/natural view 
Chapters 12-20: starting from the beginning (with key events/spiritual view) 

 
Chapter 6:Six Seals, Pagan Rome’s Demise  
 

¨  1st Seal: The rider and the white horse symbolized Roman Imperialism (AD 96-180) 
¨  2nd Seal: The rider and the red horse symbolized  Civil War (AD 185-284) 
¨  3rd Seal: The rider and black horse symbolized Taxation and Depression (AD 200-250) 
¨  4th Seal: The rider and the pale horse symbolized Famine and Disease (AD 250-300) 
¨  5th Seal: Represents the Era of the Martyrs (AD 303-313) Multitudes martyred under Diocletians’ 10 year 

persecution. Verse 11 refers to future martyrs under antichrist in the Dark Ages. 
¨  6th Seal: Fall of Paganism and Rome Divided (AD 313-395) This cataclysm seems like the collapse of the 

solar system!  The fall of the “political heavens” is clear usage of the Language of the Prophets, and speaks 
of enormous political/social upheaval. 

 
Chapter 7: The 144,000 Remnant  
 

¨  With the collapse of the Paganism of the Empire, a new, bright and tolerant world appeared for the 
Christians under Emperor Constantine, himself a confessor of Christ. 

¨  Since the dawn of time, this was the first Empire not firmly built upon idolatry and paganism.  For some, it 
seemed that everyone was now a Christian, and Rome itself was the New Jerusalem spoken of in Scripture! 

¨  Into this milieu comes the message of chapter 7: the 144,000 were but a small remnant compared with the 
total of Israel; only these few were the ones marked by God.  The order of the tribes, and the omission of 
Dan, along with the inclusion of Levi, indicate the list cannot refer to natural Israel.  Rather, John was told 
through these symbols that despite what others thought, within this new “Christian Empire” under 
Constantine, there were only a small remnant that were truly Christ’s chosen.  

 
Chapter 8: The Seventh Seal and First Four Trumpets  
 

¨  Throughout this section, whenever the Bible says “the world”, the Greek word ghay is used and means area 
or region (i.e. the Roman world or Mediterranean region is referred to) 

¨  The usage of the phrase “one third” (one third of men, the sea, the rivers...) is not a quantitative reference, 
but a geographical one!  The Roman world was divided into thirds through the judgments given in the 
trumpets. See the accompanying map. 

1st trumpet: “A third part of the trees were burnt” The Goths under Alaric (AD 400-410). 
2nd trumpet: “A third part of the ships destroyed” The Vandals under Genseric  (AD 425-470). 
3rd trumpet: “A third part of the rivers and fountains” The Huns under Attila (AD 451) 
4th trumpet: “A third part of the sun darkened” The Heruli under Odaocer (AD 476) 

 
Chapters 9 to 11  

5th trumpet: locusts war against idolatry for 5 months (150 years) The Islamic Arabs (AD 612-
762) 

6th trumpet: horsemen to slay the third part  (for hour, day, month, year (391 years)) The Turks 
(AD1062-1453) 

7th trumpet: “thy wrath is come” The Seven Vials The beginnings of Communism (AD 1793-
present) 
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Prophetic Time Lines  
¨  Daniel’s 70 weeks provides the backbone, or basis for all Bible prophecy.  In Daniel’s prophecy, “seventy 

weeks are determined upon thy people...” Bible scholars, futurist and historicist, will agree that here each 
“day” numbered in the prophecy represent one year in actual time.  This in accordance with Ezekiel 4:6 “I 
have appointed thee each day for a year” 

¨  Thus, seventy weeks (or groups of seven days) adds up to 490 calendar years (70x7days= 490). 
¨  Unlike futurists, historicists are committed to keeping consistency in interpreting all prophetic literature, and 

accept one “day” to always represent one year of actual time. 
¨  REVELATION’S TIME LINES: 

1. Ten days of Smyrna’s tribulation (2:10) 
2. Three month duration of scorpion torment   (9:5) 
3. Hour, day, month, year of Euphratian horsemen  (9:15) 
4. Down-treading of the Holy City  (11:2) 
5. Prophesying of the two witnesses   (11:3) 
6. Time they lay unburied  (11:9) 
7. Sojourn of the woman in the wilderness  (12:6,14) 
8. Domination of the beast  (13:6) 

 
Chapter 9: The Fifth Trumpet (first woe), the Rise of Islam (AD 612-762)  
 

¨  A star falling from the political heavens refers to Mohammed losing the position of influence he would have 
had by birth.  The “keys of Caaba” were removed from the family lineage; in their place he received a key 
from Hell itself.  

¨  Out of the pit came locusts. Nahum 3:15 and Ex 10:13 let us know that this refers to invading Islamic armies 
from the East, from Arabia. 

¨  Notice no green thing was to be destroyed (as the Koran- Islam’s holy book states!) 
¨  Those without the seal-- counterfeit Christianity--were tormented 5 months, and wished death.  Jer. 8:3, and 

Job 3:20 remind us that seeking for death is a proverbial expression meaning great wretchedness. 
¨  “Five months” prophetically  refers to 150 years: 

Mohammed’s public action began in AD 612.  After sweeping across 1/3 of the known world during a 150-
year period, in AD 762 internal division resulted in the Caliphate moving back to Baghdad, and their 
aggression ceased.  As Elliot states, “Aggression was no longer the passion of the Saracens.” 

 
Chapter 9: The Sixth Trumpet, The Second Woe  
 

¨  Rev. 9:12 marks the beginning of the second woe: take careful note that it does not end until Rev. 11:14! 
¨  This destruction of 1/3 part of men was prepared for “an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year” With our 

prophetic time scale of 1 day = 1 year (see Ezekiel 4:6, Dan.9), this amounts to 391 years (we are 
consistent when looking at time measures!) 

¨  Whereas the fifth woe resembled locusts, this plague refers to horses (remember the one empire in history 
whose ensign was a horse’s tail...?) 

¨  Fire proceeded out of their mouth; power was in their mouth, and in their tail. 
¨  The symbolism here speaks of the rise of the Turkish Empire, which began its expansion in 1062, as they 

crossed the Euphrates river... 
¨  The Ottoman Turks for the first time used huge cannons (fire and sulphur/brimstone...) to batter the fortress 

of Constantinople--- the gate to the Eastern Roman Empire 
¨  Having withstood eleven centuries of attack since the fall of the Western Roman Empire, this fortress would 

finally fall exactly 391 years after the initial rise of the Ottomans under Alp Arslan and his four sons. 
¨  The Roman Empire, West and now East, had fallen under the trumpet judgments.  The year was 1453. 

 
Chapter 10: Christ and the Little Book  
 

¨  This chapter brings us to the eve of the Reformation: the mighty Angel represents Christ, and the “little 
book” the Word of God. 

¨  A new era was about to be ushered in, and God was working behind the scenes: 
-1436 Gutenberg invents the printing press 
-1453 Flight of Greek scholars to Western Europe (as a consequence of the fall of 

Constantinople) 
-1516  Erasmus prints his Greek New Testament 
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-1518 Zwingli prints his Swiss New Testament 
-1522 Luther prints his German New Testament 
-1526 Tyndale’s English New Testament 
-1537 Bible in Danish; Mathew’s English Bible 
-1539 “Great Bible” in every English church 
-1611 King James authorized version 

 
 

Chapter 11: The Two Witnesses- Jam Nemo Reclamat Nu llus Obsistit  
 

¨  In this chapter we find the two witnesses representing the true Church, and the Word of God.  
¨  They prophesied for 1260 days (or, a literal 1260 years, being consistent with our application of the year-day 

principle) 
¨  Rome became supreme in doctrinal authority in AD 254 with the Edict of Stephen, which stated the Bishop 

of Rome was the “Supreme Pontiff”.  She ruled for 1260 years! 
¨  The Beast rises up and kills the witnesses.  During the Dark Ages of Papal domination in Europe, the 

system of the Catholic church was responsible for eradicating the Bible, and the Bible-believing witnesses 
(refer to Elliot’s Horae Apocalypticae, for a detailed account of each group). 

¨  On May 5th, 1514, at the 7th session of the 5th Lateran Council, no gospel witnesses were found to defend 
their “heresies”, and total victory of Catholicism over these “heretics” was issued with the proclamation, 
“Jam Nemo Reclamat Nullus Obsistit! (There is an end of resistance to Papal rule.)”  The witnesses were 
dead! 

¨  They lie “dead” for three and a half days (or, literally- 3 1/2 years) and then are raised to life.  Exactly 3 1/2 
years from May 5th, 1514 (1 year = 360 prophetic days) takes us to October 31, 1517-- the very day Martin 
Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the Wittenberg Chapel door!  In amazing response to prophecy, the 
witnesses in the world were alive again! 

¨  It is vital to note that the 6th trumpet (2nd woe) began in chapter 9 and continued until now in chapter 11!  
These chapters all deal with the Reformation, and preparations for it. 
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¨  
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Book of Revelation—Chapters 12-16  
 
Chapter 12: The Woman and the Dragon  

¨  As chapter 5:1 stated, the scroll in the hands of the Lamb had writing on both sides, indicating a story twice- 
told. 

¨  Here the “story” begins again, with the promised birth of the baby of Bethlehem.  The woman symbolizes 
Israel--the natural Israel, and also the spiritual Israel--who brings forth Christ. 

¨  The dragon is the Satan-inspired pagan Roman Empire, which by 65 BC had amassed 1/3 of the world’s 
kingdoms.  Having 7 heads and 10 horns, it symbolized the Pagan Roman Empire built upon the 7 forms of 
government, and comprised of 10 basic people groups.  In chapter 12, the crowns are on the heads, 
indicating the authority rested with the Empire itself.  The next chapter finds the crowns on the horns of the 
Beast, indicating that authority had moved from the Empire (it had fallen), to the separate, nationalistic 
people groups.  Each group was autonomous, but had a common allegiance to Catholicism. 

¨  Poised ready to strike at Messiah’s first appearance, the dragon found that both the baby and the woman 
had divine protection.  The church--the woman’s offspring--experienced a “wilderness” of persecution and 
suffering.  In fact, this period of the domination over them lasted 1260 years. 

 
Chapter 13: The Antichrist and the Papacy  

¨  This chapter describes the great beast, with seven heads and ten horns.  It is described in comparison to a 
lion, bear, and leopard--the three animals from Daniel 7--representing Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece.  
This beast, then, was a composite of these empires since it was the fourth in succession, and each in turn 
had acquired the domain of the previous empire. 

¨  The dragon of chapter 12 and the beast of chapter 13 are given the same description: seven heads and ten 
horns.  The seven heads refers to the center of the Empire--the seven-hilled city of Rome, or the seven 
forms of government upon which the Empire was built (kings, consuls, dictators, decimvirs, military tribunes, 
caesars, despotic emperors).  We would expect this same description, seeing both the pagan Roman 
Empire (dragon), and the Roman Catholic church (beast) were both ruled from the seven-hilled city, and 
were both extensions of the same seven forms of government. 

¨  The ten horns symbolize ten “kingdoms”, or people groups from which both the dragon (Pagan Roman 
Empire) and the beast (Catholic church) were comprised.   The ten groups were the Ostrogoths, Visigoths, 
Suevi, Huns, Franks, Allemani, Bergundians, Lombards, Vandals, and Heruli. 

¨  Another beast looked like a lamb, but spoke like the dragon, and supported the first beast.  This refers to the 
Roman Catholic priesthood: looking somewhat like the lamb of God, yet speaking with the voice of the old 
dragon, Pagan Rome, in its pagan rituals and superstitions.  Yet, all the while this two-horned lamb “gave 
power” to the Beast. 

¨  The mark of the beast: the exclusive mark of Catholicism--the Latin language (for further study--see detailed 
notes) 

 
Chapter 14: The Triumph of Christ  

¨  After the frightening appearance of the beasts of chapter 13, we have the triumphant appearance of God’s 
lamb, and the overcoming remnant, the 144,000. 

¨  We then see the appearance of three angels: announcing the gospel, and heralding the overthrow of 
Babylon, and the Beast. The triumphant Christ comes into view, judging his enemies.  The terminology used 
now is consistent with the description of the end of the world talked about in Matthew 13!  And, in fact, this is 
a description of the end! 

¨  Relating again to Revelation 5 and its reference to the “two sided-scroll” we remember we were to have a 
‘twice-told’ story.  From chapters 5-11 we covered from approximately the first century AD up past the 
Reformation in the 16th century.  Then we began the ‘story’ for the second time with chapter 12 relating the 
Bethlehem story in a different light! The struggle between the true church and the counterfeit rages, with the 
saints enduring the 42 months-or time, times, and half a time --of the Beast’s domination during Medieval 
Europe. This chapter takes us off into the future with the fall of the counterfeit church--the great harlot 
Babylon, and the final consummation of the ages. Having stopped the first narration of history (chapters 5-
11) at the Reformation, we took a second look  (chapters 12-14) from a different viewpoint. 

¨  Now, we begin chapter 15 by taking up where we left off--post Reformation Europe. 
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Chapter 15: Another Great and Marvelous Sign in Hea ven 
¨  Since chapters 12-14 represented the “same story told a second time”, chapter 15 continues the ‘ first story’ 

where chapter 11 stopped: the second woe (6th trumpet) had ended, and the third woe (7th trumpet) was 
set to begin.  Then, the seventh angel sounded. 

¨  Remember our progression: 
¨  the order of judgments :7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 vials 
¨  seal judgments were directed against the Paganism of the Roman Empire 
¨  trumpet judgments were directed against the Empire itself 
¨  vial judgments were directed against the Harlot church that rose from the ashes of the 

Roman Empire 
¨  The 7th seal was the 7 trumpets; and, in turn, the 7th trumpet was the 7 vials 
¨  Note that  chapter 11 ended with the seventh trumpet sounding (11:15); chapter 15 starts with the 7 vials 

(15:7) 
¨  Chapter 11 ended with the temple open in Heaven (11:19); chapter 15 starts with the temple open in 

Heaven (15:5) 
¨  Chapter 11 ended with a pronouncement that ”the kingdoms of this world are becoming the kingdoms of our 

Lord...” (11:15); chapter 15 begins with the pronouncement, “for all nations shall come and worship before 
thee” 

 
Chapter 16: The Vials, Unfolding of the Third Woe  

¨  In chapter 15 we saw the introduction to the 7 vials, containing the 7 last plagues, judgments against 
mystery Babylon, the Papal powers. 

¨  These judgments commenced after her 1260-year domination (see 13:5) over the saints during the Dark 
Ages.  This total domination is traced back to Justinian’s Decree of 533 AD when the Pope was declared 
supreme authority. 

¨  VIALS: 
(1) Sores: the French Revolution, 1793.  Here we have the ideological beginnings of atheistic 

communism 
(2) Sea of Blood: Naval Warfare, 1793-1805 
(3) Water to Blood: French Invasions along the Rhine, Danube, and Po rivers, 1793-1806 
(4) Fiery Sun: Napoleonic Wars, 1806- 1815 
(5) Darkness: demise of the temporal power of the Papacy, 1848-1870 
(6) Approaching Armageddon- our present age! Most historicists would agree that our time falls 

somewhere in the middle of this sixth vial. 
(7) The “Great City” Destroyed.  Spiritual, political, and economic upheavals: the greatest 

“earthquake” ever!  Babylon, finally, is utterly defeated. 
¨  In chapter 9:13-19, the second woe began.  Then the events of the Reformation took place and ended at 

chapter 11:14; then the third woe began. 
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The Dragon/Beast  
 

Daniel 2  Daniel 7  
 head............................Babylon ..................................lion 
 breast and arms...... Medo Persia.. bear—3 ribs in mouth 
 belly and thighs........... Greece............ leopard—4 heads 
 legs and feet .................Rome......great beast—10 horns 

 
 

Chapter 12—Dragon  Chapter 13—Beast  
7 heads 7 heads 
10 horns 10 horns 

7 crowns (or heads) 10 crowns (on horns) 
 

Transition from Pagan Rome to Papal Rome; civil authority of Empire lost; 
ten people groups are autonomous, but hold to Catholic ideology 

 
7 Heads – 7 “Foundations of Power” or “Forms of Govern ment”  
 

1. kings 
2. consuls 
3. dictators 
4. decimvers 
5. military tribunals 
6. caesars 
7. despotic emperors 

 
One of the Beast’s heads was killed but came back to life.  The emperor was dethroned at the fall of 
the Empire, but replaced by the pope … assumed same authority! 
 
Connect this with 2 Thessalonians 2:3-10, and then with the appearance of the Beast of Rev. 17:7-
12. 
 
Rev. 17:8  The beast that was, and is not, and yet is 
 
 was ..............Pagan Roman Empire 
 is not ............Empire collapsed 
 and yet is .....Papal Rome comes into “power” 
 
Rev. 17:10 There are 7 kings, 5 are fallen, and one is, and one is yet to come 
 

   kings 
    consuls 
   5 dictators 
    decimvers 
    military tribunals  7  
 
“is” present to John  caesars 
 
“to come” future to John      despotic emperor 
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The Mark of the Beast  (reprinted from Revelation Notes by Jim Gordon) 
 
Rev. 13:16-18 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a 

mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:  And that no man might buy or sell, save he 
that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.  Here is wisdom, 
Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast:  for it is the number of a 
man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six. 

 
Dare I continue?  To be quite honest, I think this one verse has been placed so far out of proportion that 
many books and videos have been built around it.  The actual interpretation may seem rather anti-
climatic.  Here are the clues: 
 
 1. The "mark" is the "name of the beast". 
 
 2. The "name of the beast" is the "number of a man". 
 
 3. The numerical value of the "name of the beast", or the "number of the man" is 666. 
 
Of all the explanations I've heard, I think the following is most satisfying: 
 
With the three clues in mind, and having a better understanding of what the beast represents, what 
name did history give to the papal empire?  The Eastern Roman Empire used Greek as their language, 
but for the Western Empire of Rome it was Latin.  Albert Barns, in his notes on the Book of Revelation, 
presented the following analysis: 
 
 "This appellation, originally applied to the language only, was adopted by the Western kingdom, 

and came to be that by which they were best designated.  It was the Latin world, the Latin 
kingdom, the Latin church, the Latin patriarch, the Latin clergy, the Latin councils.  To use Dr. 
More's words 'they Latinize everything:  mass, prayers, hymns, litanies, canons, decretals, bulls, 
are conceived in Latin.'" 

 
It is interesting that Pope Vitallian issued a decree commanding the exclusive use of Latin in all services 
of the church in AD 666. 
 
The word "Latin" in the Latin language is "Latinus", which is a proper noun and the name of the father of 
the Latin races, hence the name of the papal empire, ie. the Latin Empire, is also the name of a man. 
 
As the New Testament, including Revelation, was written in Greek, it will be the Greek form of the word 
"Latin"--"Lateinos" which will supply the number 666.  And the amazing fact is that this clue was 
suggested long before its fulfillment.  In the second century, the famous Irenaeus, a disciple of the 
apostle John who wrote this Revelation declared, "Then also Lateinos has the number 666, and it is a 
very probable [solution], this being the name of the last kingdom [of the four seen by Daniel].  For the 
Latins are they who at present bear rule." 
 
 LATEINOS = 30 + 1 + 300 + 5 + 10 + 50 + 70 + 200 = 666 
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Mark of the Beast  
 
Article by Ralph Woodrow March, 1986 
 

666 
 
It is the number of the "beast." It is the number of a man.  A person with understanding may count the 
number.  It is 666.  So we read in Revelation 13:18. 
 
Out of the 31,101 verses in the Bible, this is the only one that specifically mentions the beastly 
number.  A few other verses, also found in the last book of the Bible, refer to it (Rev. 13:17,. 18:2); but 
hardly enough space is given, in our opinion, to qualify it as a major Biblical doctrine.  Nevertheless, 
ideas about 666 have commonly been the theme of books, tracts, and sensationalized sermons. 
 
For what I am about to share, I will offer one "guarantee.  As we examine theories about 666 - 
ranging from the serious to the silly - you will definitely read some things you probably have not read 
before about this mystic number! 
 
To begin with, it should be pointed out that in some languages, such as Hebrew and Greek, letters of 
the alphabet also stand for numbers.  Thus names written in these languages can be counted up and 
given a numerical value.  In company with a host of commentators over the centuries, there are good 
reasons for believing the number may be correctly linked with Nero Caesar, either as the actual 
person intended or, at least, a type of the person who would ultimately fulfill the prophecy.  Right or 
wrong, the name Nero Caesar, written in Hebrew, NRON KSR, counts up to 666: N=50, R=200,0=6, 
N=50, K=100, S=60 and R=200. 
 
Titus, who overthrew Jerusalem in 70 A.D., inflicting horrible wrath upon that land and people, and 
who later became Caesar, in the Greek language was known as TEITAN.  This also counts up to 666: 
T=300, E=5, I=10, T=300, A=1, and N=50. 
 
Back as early as the time of Irenaeus, the famous t hird century church father, these solutions 
to the mysterious number were mentioned.  Irenaeus provided a further link with Rome by 
pointing out terms such as "Latin man," "The Latin Kingdom," or "Latin," the official language 
of Rome, written as LATENIOS, can be counted up to 666: L=30, A=1, T=300, E=5, I=10, N=50, 
0=70, S=200 - a total of 666.  Interestingly, the n ame Romulus, from which Rome takes its 
name, is in Hebrew ROMIITH, which also totals 666. 
�
The name SETHUR - hardly noticed in the list of which Numbers 13:9 is a part - means that which is 
hidden or concealed.  Its numerical value in Hebrew is 666: S=60, T=400, V=6, R=200.  But as Adam 
Clarke asks of those who would try to make something out of this, “Of what utility can such 
expositions be to any subject of history or theology?" It is no major point, to be sure. 
 
Probably the first group of words in the Bible that can be put together, in Hebrew, to total 666 is 
Genesis 1:14: "Let there be lights." It could be pointed out that Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light (2 Cor. 11:14) and in astrology people seek to guide their lives according to the "lights" 
(stars). 
 
Unlike the Greek and Hebrew languages, in Latin, only some letters have numerical value.  We know 
these as Roman numerals.  Setting aside the M, which was apparently not a part of the original 
system, Roman numerals consist of six letters: D, C, L, X, V, I. These letters and combinations of 
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these letters make up the Roman numerals still in use today.  Interestingly, they total 666: D=500, 
C=100, L=50, X=10, V=5, and I=1. 
 
The Huguenots discovered 666 in the name of Francis Louis XIV, their persecutor, using the Latin 
equivalent LVDOVICVS: L=50, V=5, D=500, V=5, I=1, C=100, V=5, for a total of 666.  
 
The book Roman Antichrist, written by Andreas Helwig in 1612, cited a number of Latin titles used by 
or applied to the Pope, all of which could be counted up to 666: Dux Cleri, Ordinarius Ovilis Christi 
Pastor, and the best known VICARIUS FILII DEI.  This title, an expansion of the officially used shorter 
title Vicarius Christi, was probably first pointed out by Helwig.  The letters that have numerical value 
count up as follows: V=5, I=1, C=100, I=1, V=5, I=1, L=50, I=1, I=1, D=50, I=1, for a total of 666. 
 
Years ago it was commonly taught among Seventh -day Adventists (as well as several other groups) 
that  the Pope's crown has "Vicarius Filii Dei" inscribed on it.  I have met people who suppose this 
crown even has 666 on it, right over the Pope's forehead.  It is now considered quite questionable 
that the Pope ever wore a crown with this number or title.  Though the Seventh-day Adventists hold 
that "Vicarius Filii Dei" is the best explanation of 666, they do not, according to their commentary, 
insist that a crown with these words is worn by the Pope. 
 
In the course of time, what was a strange twist to whole thing was the discovery that the name of the 
highly acclaimed prophetess of the Seventh-day Adventist movement, whose writings are read right 
along with the Bible, ELLEN GOULD WHITE, also, contains the number 666!  Bearing in mind that in 
Latin a U is written as a V, and allowing that a W (double U is a double V), we have the following: 
L=50, L=50, V=5, L=50, D=500, VV=10, I=1, a total of 666. 
 
When the Roosevelt administration required people to receive a number for Social Security, some 
believed they were on the verge of receiving the mark of the beast. They were told to be cautious 
about accepting work through the WPA.  Some who stood in lines waiting to receive government 
provided commodities, wondered if Roosevelt might be the "beast" of Bible prophecy. Was his 
popularity, his seemingly good programs, allowing him to appear "as a lamb" while he might really be 
“a dragon” (cf.  Rev. 13:11)?  Was he "making fire come down from heaven" (Rev. 13:13), by using 
electricity to transmit his "fireside" chats on radio? 
 
Besides, some had figured his name counted up to 666.  It required some manipulation, but by using 
the name of his forefathers when they came from Holland, VAN ROSENVELVT, it could be done!  
Taking his full name, the letters that are also Roman numerals, count up as follows: L=50, I=1, 
D=500, L=50, V=5, V=5, L=50, V=5 for a total of 666! 
 
By now, the reader has doubtless suspected that many names can be made to count up to 666.  If a 
name does not work in one language, use another.  Try a different spelling.  Add a title, The 
Speaker's Bible commentary points out that this famous number has been made to yield almost all 
the historical names of the past eighteen centuries including Nero, Titus, Vespasian, Julian the 
apostate, Mahomet, Martin Luther, Benedict IX, and Napoleon Bonaparte! 
 
Though prophecy explicitly links the number 666 with a name, some have been so intrigued with this 
number, they have tried to make it stand for periods of time.  Bengel reckoned from Pope Gregory VII 
(A.D. 1073) to the rise of Jesuitism a period of 666.  De Lyre (A.D. 1329) saw 666 years as the time 
between the birth of Christ and the death of Mohammed.  Luther at one time held that the 1,000 years 
of Revelation 20 were to be reckoned from the birth of Christ to Gregory VII and that another 666 
years would mark the end of the Papacy.  Pope Innocent III regarded 666 as the whole duration of 
Mohammedanism, which did not, of course, prove true. 
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Others saw significance in such things as the old Assyrian Empire, before being conquered by 
Babylon, lasted 666 years; or that Jerusalem was trodden down by the Roman Empire beginning with 
the battle of Actium, B.C. 31 to the Saracen conquest in A.D. 636, a total of 666 years. 
 
The true study and purpose of prophecy has been abused by men who try to set dates for the coming 
of Christ or other events about which we are not given to know the times or season.  Typical is a book 
before me published in 1951.  It seeks to pinpoint 1953-1954 as a time of unique prophetic 
importance.  It said our present calendar was inaugurated in 46 B.C. Three cycles of 666 would run 
out in 1953-1954!  Besides, the Mohammedan era began in 622 A.D. and two cycles of 666 would 
run out in the year 1953-1954!  The Julian period which began in 4713 B.C., would be in its 6,666th 
year in 1953-1954!  Two main prophetic numbers in Revelation - 666 and 1260 - when added 
together total 1926.  Adding this to the time Jesus began his ministry (27-30 A.D.) would bring us to 
the year 1953-1954! 
 
Take enough dates, enough numbers, enough verses, almost any name, number, or date can be 
made to appear significant. 
 
I knew a man who quit a church because it gave out offering envelopes to members so records could 
be kept by number instead of name.  "No one is going to give me a number!" he insisted.  But, like it 
or not, we already have an address number, a zip code number, a telephone number, an area code 
number, a license plate number, a checking account number, a credit card number, etc. 
 
Code numbers appear on almost every product we use.  Only a person given to gross superstition 
would think that numbers, as such, are evil.  Even the Bible is divided into chapters and verses that 
are numbered, and the fourth book of the Bible is even called Numbers! 
 
The verse that says: "From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him," 
is John 6:66. 
 
In the Old Testament, King Solomon each year received 666 talents of gold (1 Kings 10:14).  Such 
wealth may have been a contributing factor in his downfall.  In the letters of the Greek word translated 
"wealth" (Acts 19:25), EUPORIA, E=5, U=400, P=80, 0=70, R=100, A=1 for a total of 666! Only one 
other New Testament word has this numerical value, the word translated "tradition" (Matt. 15:2), 
PARADOSIS P=80, A=1," R=100, A=1, D=4, 0=70, S=200, I=10, S=200, for a total of 666.  
Interestingly, when the falling away came and centered in Rome, wealth and tradition were the two 
great corrupters.  Wealth corrupted in practice; tradition corrupted in doctrine. 
 
Goliath was SIX cubits high, had SIX pieces of armor, and his spear's head weighed SIX hundred 
shekels of iron (1 Samuel 17:4-7).  Nebuchadnezzar, another enemy of God's people in the Old 
Testament, ordered an image erected which was SIXty cubits high, SIX cubits broad, and SIX 
musical instruments were used in its worship (Daniel 3:1,5).  According to Dr. Bullinger, the total of all 
the letter values in Daniel 3, verse 1, is 4662.  If we add the 4 and 2 together, making 6, and place it 
with the remaining letters we have 666.  Besides, 4662 is exactly 7 times 666! 
 
I once saw a tract in which a man, zealous to discount the trinitarian baptismal formula, pointed out 
that the titles "Father," "Son," and "Holy Ghost" contained 18 letters.  By dividing this total by 3, he 
obtained an average of six letters for each title.  Placing these side-by-side he had the number he 
wanted: 666! This is as strained and ridiculous as someone taking the name RONALD WILSON 
REAGAN and saying each name has six letters; thus, 666! 
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The way some have sought to count in English is to let A=1, B=2, C=3, etc.  But it is apparent that by 
this method no name would have enough numbers to count 666.  A minimum of 26 letters would be 
required to produce 666 and 25 of them would have to be a Z! (Compare this with the Roman 
numerals in which a name with D receives a big boost of 500 with one letter!) Consequently, some 
have suggested certain phrases that  would count up to 666. For what it's worth, here are a few. 
 

¨  THE FUSION OF HYDROGEN IS THE COMBUSTION PROCESS USED IN THE H-
BOMB.  The idea here is that since the beast causes fire to come down from heaven, 
the beast is the H-bomb. 
 

¨  THE FULL NAME OF THE BEAST: IT ALL ADDS UP TO SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY 
SIX. 
 

¨  THE REVELATION IS THE MOST IMPORTANT BOOK IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
 

¨  REVELATION THIRTEEN IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PROPHECY IN THE BIBLE. 
 

¨  THE BEAST OF REVELATION THIRTEEN IN THE BIBLE, A CHILD OF SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY. 
 

¨  INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORPORATION SUPERCOMPUTER. 
 
One way that the English method can be made to have a higher numerical value - and be used on 
actual names - is to make A=100, B=101, C=102, etc.  By this method the name HITLER comes out 
666; H=107, I=108, T=119, L=111, E=104, R=117. 
 
Another way English numbering can be increased is to multiply each letter value by 6. By this 
method, the name SUN MOON comes to 666: S=19, U=21, N=14, M=13, 0=15, 0=15, N=14 for a 
total of 111. Multiplied by 6=666, This same method works on the name KISSINGER: K=11, I=9, 
S=19, S=19, I=9, N=l4 G=7, E=5, R=18, for a total of 111.  Multiplied by 6=666.  Or, instead of 
multiplying each letter by 6, the number 6 can be added so that A=16, B=26, C=36, etc.  In this way 
666 was obtained from KAISER in World War I: K=116, A=16, I=96, S=196, E=56, R=186. 
 
In what has been called the "Devil's code," the alphabet is numbered back from zero so that 
Z=O,Y=1, X=2, etc.  By this method Jerry Falwell's last name adds up to 111 which, multiplied by 6 
equals 666.  Billy Graham's name is more difficult for numerologists.  His initials are W.F.G. (William 
Franklin Graham).  Using the A=1,B=2, C=3 code, these letters add up to 36.  If one takes the 
numbers that make up 36 (1+2+3+4+5, etc.) the total is 666. 
 
Finally, there is the name Pat Robertson, noted host of the 700 Club on television, and according to 
the belief of some, a potential president of the United States.  First we figure the initials P as 16 and R 
as 18 for a total of 34.  There are 9 letters in Robertson, so a 9 x 9 matrix is formed beginning with 34, 
as seen in Discover magazine (February, 1985).  "Select any number you like," says the article.  
"Circle it, then cross out its row and column.  Choose another number not crossed out, and repeat 
what you did before.  Keep doing this, always picking a number not previously circled or crossed out, 
until no numbers remain.  Nine numbers, all chosen at random, will be circled.  Add them up and hold 
onto your hat!" 
 
Though such numerical tricks seem almost magical to many of us who are not well versed in 
numerology, the fact is that such things only have that appearance.  For example, follow these three 
steps: (1) take absolutely any number, regardless of how many digits; (2) add the cross total; and (3) 
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subtract this from the original number.  The result is always divisible by 9. Shall we try it?  Alright.  
Take 666 added across is 18.  We subtract this from 666 to get 648 which is divisible by 9 (9 x 72 = 
648).  This can be done with any number in this manner; there is nothing magical about it! 
 
Not only have people tried to get 666 from the names or titles of popes, preachers, and politicians, a 
few even try to do it with the name of Jesus Christ!  Some of the Sacred Name people - those who 
insist that we should not say Jesus Christ, but Yahshua Messiah - have tried to make the name Jesus 
Christ yield the number 666. A tract before me has the name written - Iesous Christos - then 
arbitrarily counts part of the letters in English and part in Greek, straining to make 666.  It would be 
easier, actually, to take the letters of LORD JESUS CHRIST that are Roman numerals and add an X 
which, capitalized, according to the dictionary, stands for  Christ; L=50, D=500, U=5, C=100, I=1, 
X=10 for a total of 666. 
 
Others might find significance in the names of the ten member nations of the European Economic 
Community.  If we use the English method (A=1, B=2, C=3, etc.), if we use an European spelling of 
Denmark, and if we abbreviate the United Kingdom, 666 can be obtained as follows: 
 

NETHERLANDS 120 
LUXEMBOURG 138 
DANEMARK 67 
GERMANY 83 
GREECE 43 
BELGIUM 69 
FRANCE 47 
ITALY 67 
U.K. (2 Kingdoms) 32 

TOTAL 666 
 
I am told that the occult movie The Omen featured the Antichrist as being born on the SIXth day of 
the SIXth month at SIX in the morning.  The birthmark on his scalp was 666.  There is a cold remedy 
that has been around for years known as 666.  I don't know why this name was chosen unless it was 
to be considered a beastly powerful remedy.  I have known people who would not buy certain tires for 
their cars because of sixes on the tires.  There is a highway that runs from Arizona up into Colorado 
that is numbered 666.  There are actually people who would avoid this highway if at all possible.  
They feel safer on 66 than 666! 
 
A young minister once told me about a woman who quit his church when she noticed his car license 
had three sixes on it.  In Jerusalem I have seen numerous cars with 666 on the license plates, 
followed by a dash and other letters or numbers.  Apparently the 666 indicates a certain district in 
Israel.  In 1980 a woman in Kansas City took legal action to get her license plate changed from CPG-
666, claiming that fellow church members were shunning her!  
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Book of Revelation—Chapters 17-22  
 
Chapter 17: Judgment of the Great Whore  
 

¨  With the completion of the vial judgments in chapter 16, we have the overthrow of Babylon, the great  
counterfeit system of religion, symbolized by the woman in scarlet -- the great whore. 

¨  Greater clarity is given for the beast:  “it was, is not, and yet is”.  In its first Dragon-like appearance, it was 
the Pagan Roman  Empire (‘it was’).  The Empire’s destruction (‘it was not”), allowed for the rise of that 
“man of sin”, who would rule supreme over a vast  Roman religious “empire”  that replaced the Roman 
military empire (‘and yet is’). 

¨  “And there are five kings [Basileus -  ‘foundations of power’]: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not 
yet  come”.   This is a perfect description of the “foundations of power” of the Roman Empire.  The first five 
of the seven forms of Roman Government were kings, consuls, dictators, decimvirs, and military tribunals.  
By the time of the writing of Revelation (AD 95), these forms had gone (“fallen”), and were replaced by the 
next form: the caesars (“and one is”).   After the caesars, the seventh form,  the Emperors, would arise (“the 
other is not yet come”). 

¨  Further description reveals yet more confirmation: “And the beast that was, and is not, even he is eight, and 
is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.” With the fall of the Roman empire, the seventh form of government 
(emperors) ended.  Thessalonians tells us he [the emperor] would have to be taken out of the way before 
the man of sin could be revealed. And in fact, in the emperors place came the Pope, now the eighth form of 
government!  History verifies he certainly went into perdition. 

 
A. Characteristics of the Harlot  
 
John Wesley, in his Notes on the New Testament commenting on Rev. 17:5 makes these remarks, 
"And on her forehead a name written - whereas the saints have the name of God and the Lamb on 
their foreheads.  'MYSTERY' - this very word was inscribed on the front of the Pope's mitre, till some 
of the Reformers took PUBLIC notice of it. 'Babylon, THE GREAT' - Benedict 13th, in his 
proclamation of the jubilee, A.D. 1725, explains this sufficiently.  His words are, "Hasten to the place 
which the Lord hath chosen.  Ascend to this New Jerusalem ... the city most rightfully called THE 
PALACE, placed for the pride of all ages, the city of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.  This 
catholic and apostolical ROMAN church is the head of the world, the MOTHER of all believers, the 
FAITHFUL INTERPRETER of the God, and MISTRESS of all churches.'" 
 
Wesley then adds these pungent words, "But God somewhat VARIES the style (i.e. from Pope 
Benedict 13th), 'THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS' - the parent, ringleader, patroness, and nourisher of 
many daughters, that closely copy after her. 'And abominations' - of every kind, spiritual and fleshly. 
'Of the earth' - in all lands.  In this respect she is indeed catholic or universal."  John Wesley was 
therefore under no delusion as to who spiritual Babylon was.  He steered clear of the Roman 
communion. 
 
17:6 And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the martyrs of Jesus:  and 
when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 
 
Remembering that this woman represents a false church, we quickly realize the facts of Medieval 
history corroborate the symbolism here:  countless thousands of Christians were martyred at the 
hand of this woman.  Summing up these pages of history, Grattan Guiness stated in his book, The 
Approaching End of the Age (5th ed. p. 212), "It has been calculated that the Popes of Rome have, 
directly or indirectly, slain on account of their faith FIFTY MILLIONS OF MARTYRS."  Now wonder 
John looked on with amazement. 
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Chapter 18: Babylon the Great is Fallen  
 

¨  Chapter 17 began with the third appearance of the beast.  First, it was the dragon of Pagan Rome (chapter 
12). Second, it transitioned into Papal Rome (chapter 13).  Now it is a scarlet coloured beast , with a harlot 
riding it.  The scarlet beast, the whore drunk with the blood of Jesus’ martyrs, Babylon, Rome--that Great 
City, all refer to the Papal Empire with its different facets and influences. 

¨  Under the judgment of God, the counterfeit  church, political systems, and economic organizations fall. 
¨  The woman: the false church; the Beast: the government; the seven heads and ten horns: Europe.  For our 

time, the beast manifests itself in the European Economic Community . 
¨  This chapter details  that God not only judges the harlot for killing His martyrs,  but also all those who have 

joined her in her idolatry and profited by her commerce. 
¨  The symbolism clearly points out the economic and political consequences of her overthrow.   

 
18:24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the 
earth … 
 

 "That the Church of Rome has shed more innocent blood than any other institution that has ever 
existed among mankind, will be questioned by no Protestant that has a competent knowledge of 
history.  The memorials, indeed, of many of her persecutions are now so scanty, that it is 
impossible to form a complete conception of the multitude of her victims, and it is certain that no 
powers of imagination can adequately realize their sufferings ... These atrocities were not 
perpetrated in the brief paroxysms of a reign of terror, or by the hands of obscure sectaries, but 
were inflicted by a triumphant Church, with every circumstance of solemnity and deliberation." –
Cachemaille in The Visons of the Daniel and the Revelation Explained 

 
Chapter 19: The Kingdom of Christ Conquers the Beas t 
 

The Coming of Christ  
Summary by B.W. Johnson: 
 

 "The coming of Christ, pictured in this chapter, has been seized upon by the advocates of his visible 
coming before the millennial period which is described in the next chapter.  They insist that the 
passage embraced in verses 11-16 describes a personal coming which shall be visible to the eyes of 
all men, and which is the coming so often referred to in the Scriptures.  To this it might be objected:  
(1) That the language of this description is all the language of symbolism.  None expect that, when 
the Lord comes, he will be seen riding on a white horse with an army following him riding on white 
horses, and having a name 'written on his vesture and on his thigh.' the language is undoubtedly 
symbolic.  (2) If this be his coming to judgment of which he spoke in Matt. 24:30, Luke 21:27, Matt. 
25:31 and described by Paul in 1 Thess. 4:16, Revelation does not rightly describe it.  He declares 
that he shall come on the clouds of heaven preceded and heralded by the trump of the archangel.  
The coming described in Revelation is not evidently the one meant by our Lord.  (3)  This personal, 
visible coming of the Lord is always associated wit h the Last Judgment.  See  Matt. 25:31-34; 
1 Cor. 15:23; 2 Thess. 2:8.  The Scriptures only re cognize one visible Return or Coming of 
Christ.  Now, the Last Judgment is not reached in Revelation until we come to chapter 20:11.  Here 
it is placed after the metaphor of the thousand year period.  Hence, we must conclude that the Visible 
Return of the Lord does not take place before the symbolic thousand years, and that chapter 19:11-
16 describes a coming in power, the power of his Wo rd, but not a visible coming.   (4) It is 
objected that in 20:11 nothing is said of the coming of Christ.  It is said (Matt. 25:31) that when the 
Lord comes he shall be seated on the throne of judgment, and in Rev. 20:11 John sees this throne 
and the Lord sitting on the throne.  He does not describe here his coming, but shows him already 
come and engaged in judgment ." 

 



Page 60  Historical Interpretation of Prophetic Scripture 

Chapter 20: The  Symbolic Millenium  
 

¨  A futurist will see this description of the triumphant Christ (vv.11-16) as the second part of the Lord’s visible 
appearing (after the tribulation and prior to some literal Millenium).  There are, however, a host of theological 
problems with this design.  This cannot be the coming spoken of  in Matthew 24:30,  Luke 21:27,  Matthew 
25:31, and I Thessalonians 4:16.  We do not  hold to a dispensational, 2-part return of the Lord.  

¨  In short, the symbolic vision here speaks of the triumph of Christ and His word as all of His enemies are 
destroyed.   

¨  A literal, earthly 1000 year reign of Christ was not taught by Jesus, Paul, or the apostles; rather, this was the 
teaching of the Pharisees! Consider  John 18:36a; Millenium doctrine built on one verse, Matthew 18:16b; 
Psalm 50:10, Deuteronomy 7:9.  The reign of Christ and binding of Satan have occurred, and continue!  
Consider Matthew 12:28,29; Hebrews 2:14; Colossians 2:15; Jude 6 

¨  The Pharisees taught Messiah would come, conquer their enemies, and set up his kingdom.  The disciples 
had this in mind when they asked Jesus, “ Wilt thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” They did not 
understand Jesus’ kingdom was not of this world.  After Pentecost, they never mentioned this doctrine of the 
Pharisees again. An examination of I Corinthians 15 reminds us that He must reign (now!) until death 
destroyed; read in light of Psalm 110:1,2. 

 
Chapters 21 & 22: The New Jerusalem  
 

¨  The coming of the New Jerusalem out of Heaven symbolically refers to the revelation of the Church of Jesus 
Christ in the world. It is metaphorically  describing the Bride of Christ in her ultimate authority and maturity. 

¨  The stone that smote the image has endured the ages and has indeed become a “great and high mountain 
that fills the whole earth” (v10). John proceeds in much symbolic detail to describe the wall and foundations 
of the city of God (see the detail notes for some illumination here).  Since the Old Testament Temple was a 
“shadow of things to come” as the writer of Hebrews states, so here in the fulfillment of the plan of God, 
there is “... no temple : for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it” (v22). 

¨  V27 declares that the wheat and tares will have been separated forever. 
¨  Ezekiel saw a river coming from the throne of God, and a temple:  both which were measured. So in chapter 

21 we see the measuring of the city of God (no need for a temple!), and the beautiful river of life. 
¨  The curse of sin and all its effects will have been completely removed from the earth!  The river of life heals 

the nations,  and the glory of the Lord illuminates the world!  All is fulfilled! 
 

A. The Church  
 
21:2 And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. 
 
"New Jerusalem" is that place we have attained in Christ--the Church of Jesus Christ.  Paul, in 
Galatians, and the writer of Hebrews give us the spiritual realities:  the Church of Christ is the New 
Jerusalem. 
 
 Hebrews 12:22  But ye are come unto mount Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels. 
 
 Galatians 4:22-26  For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other 
by a free woman.  But he who was of the bondwoman was born after  the flesh; but he of the free 
woman was by promise.  Which things are an allegory:  for these are the two covenants; the one 
from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is Hagar.  For this Hagar is mount Sinai in 
Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and is in bondage with her children.  But 
Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 
 
John, of course, is metaphorically describing the bride of Christ in her ultimate authority and maturity.  
Albert Barnes commented: 
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 "This, of course, does not mean that this great city was literally to descend upon the earth, and to 
occupy any one part of the renovated world; but it is a symbolical or figurative representation, 
designed to show that the abode of the righteous will be splendid and glorious.  The idea of a city 
literally descending from heaven, and being set upon the earth with such proportions - three hundred 
and seventy miles high (v.16), made of gold, and with single pearls for gates, and single gems for the 
foundations - is absurd.  No man can suppose that this is literally true ..." 
 Albert Barnes, Barnes' Notes, "Revelation" , p. 443 
 
B. The River of Life  
 
22:1-5  And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb.  In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the 
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:  and the leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations.  And there shall be no more curse:  but the throne of God 
and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:  And they shall see his face; and his 
name shall be in their foreheads.  And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither 
light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light:  and they shall reign for ever and ever. 
 
Please keep in mind that all chapter and verse divisions are arbitrary, and not necessarily inspired. 
 

Chapter Divisions:  AD 1288 --by Stephen Langton 
Verse Divisions:  AD 1488 --Old Testament by R. Nathan 
     AD 1551 --New Testament by Robert Stephanus 
First Bible with Divisions:  Geneva Bible, AD 1560 

 
Verses 1 through 5 continue to describe the Temple of God. 
 
A Pure River of Water of Life 
We are reminded of the river through Eden (Gen. 2:6) that sprang from the midst of the garden and 
parted into four directions for the purpose of watering the rest of the earth.  (Gen. 2:10-14) 
 
Ezekiel also describes this great river flowing from his prophetic Temple:  his temple spoke of the 
New Testament Covenant Temple yet to come in Ezekiel's day. 
 
Ezekiel 47:1-9  This river was measured to perfection and everything lived that touched the rivers (all 
but the miry places and swamps ...). 
 
Measuring 
Ezekiel 40: the temple is measured, using a standard 
Ezekiel 47: the waters flowing from the temple are measured 
Rev. 21:15: the temple is measured 
Acts 17:31: all men will be measured, using the standard of Christ 
 
Both John and Ezekiel refer to the trees on either side of the river.  John tells us they were for the 
healing of the nations. 
 
Again, we see the rich symbolic nature of God's prophetic word:  double symbolism is used here.  
The "Temple" and the "Trees" both are symbolic of the glorified Church.  New Testament writers 
refer to saints being built together as a holy temple. (Ephesians. 2:21,22)  As well, Paul refers to 
branches grafted into the tree (Romans 11:17-24) [with the roots representing promises of Abraham.]  
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Each symbol gives us another shade of meaning to describe the glories of Christ revealed in and 
through His Church (Ephesians 1:18,22,23). 
 
22:4 His name shall be in their foreheads... 
 
Many futurists will acknowledge this is symbolic, yet demand a literal fulfillment to Rev. 13:16.  
Remember, the origins of the symbolism here are found in Ezekiel 9:4. 
 

Israel and Bible Prophecy  
 
The Error of Dispensationalism  
 

Jeremiah 31:31  
 

“Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel, and with the house of Judah.” 

 
Matthew 26:27, 28  

 
“And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink ye all of it; 
For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins.’” 

 
The Dispensationalists believe that because national Israel rejected Jesus as Messiah, they were 
temporarily set aside until Jesus would return again.  At this time, God will supposedly resume His plan 
for “His people” and the New Covenant promise of Jeremiah 31 will come into complete fulfillment.  A 
“modified” Levitical system of worship is reinstituted during the Millenium, with a resurrected King David 
sitting on a throne in Jerusalem as a provincial ruler. 
 
This theory leaves a gap between the Jews initial rejection of their Messiah, and this final “Judaistic” 
Millenium.  In this “parenthesis”  God has stopped dealing with the Jews, and turns His attention to the 
Gentiles and thus, the dealing with the Church—an institution that the prophets did not see.  You see, 
had the Jews accepted Jesus initially, there would never have been a “church”! 
 
In actual truth, God’s plan has always been for the church and the New Covenant is already fulfilled! 
 
The real errors are many; however, the basic fault lies in a misunderstanding of the Covenants.  Indeed, 
the Old Covenant was completely typical, shadows—ie. the ceremonies and ordinances were all 
pointing to Christ and His work.  When Christ came—the antitype, the substance—the types and 
shadows were no longer needed.  The Old Covenant and the entire Levitical System was destined to 
terminate with Christ.  It was not Israel’s sin and rejection of Messiah that brought an end to the Old; 
their rejection brought terrible judgment, but don’t be mistaken:  it was Jesus and His work that brought 
down the Old and inaugurated the New. 
 

The New Testament, which alone is the authoritative document for the Christian Church, 
should be called the New Covenant.  “Testament,” as in “last will and testament,” means 
dying counsel.  But the New Testament is not the dying counsel of Jesus.  Rather it is the 
fulfillment of the promise found in Jeremiah 31:31-33: 
 
“Behold, the days come, saith Jehovah, that I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel, and with the house of Judah:  not according to the covenant that I made with their 
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fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which 
my covenant they brake, although I was a husband unto them, saith Jehovah.  But this is 
the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after these days, saith Jehovah:  I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and in their heart will I write it; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people.” 
 
The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews cites this promise (8:1-12).  He declares that the 
New Covenant makes the first Covenant old, and that it is vanishing away (8:13), and that 
Christ is “the mediator of a new Covenant” (9:15).  As the Old Covenant was dedicated 
with blood, so also is the New Covenant.  And since “apart from the shedding of blood 
there is no remission” (of sin) (9:22), so Christ “now once at the end of the ages hath been 
manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself” (9:26). 
 

Loraine Boettner, The Millenium, p. 377 
 
The Dispensational Arguments of Unconditional Promi ses 
 
Dispensationalists who are looking for significance in national Israel point to what they call 
“unconditional promises” to Israel/Judah regarding the people, the land of Canaan, etc. 

 
It is true of course that in the Old Covenant great promises were made to Israel concerning 
the people, the nation, and the land of Palestine.  But those promises were always 
conditioned on obedience, either expressly stated or clearly implied.  Time and again the 
people were warned in so many words that apostasy would cancel the promise of future 
blessing, that promised blessing could be forfeited. 
 
For instance, the land of Palestine was given to Abraham and to his seed “for an eternal 
possession” (Gen. 17:8).  But the same thing is said of the perpetual duration of the 
priesthood of Aaron (Ex. 40:15); the passover (Ex. 12:14); the sabbath (Ex. 31:17); and 
David’s throne (II Sam. 7:13,16,24).  But in the light of the New Testament all of those 
things have passed away.  We use the same terminology when a title deed grants to the 
buyer the use of a piece of land "for ever," or "in perpetuity," not meaning that the buyer 
will hold it for ever, but that it becomes his for as long as he chooses to hold it, or until 
present conditions change.  Moreover, since the people of Israel were exiled from the land 
of Palestine for nearly two thousand years, how could it be regarded as a fulfillment of the 
promise to Abraham if they are now given possession of it for one thousand years, as 
some expect? 
 
At the very beginning of Israel's national history Moses, in the 28th chapter of 
Deuteronomy, set before the people a promise of blessing if they were obedient, and a 
threat of punishment, even to the destruction of the nation, if they were disobedient.  See 
especially verses 13-26,45,46.  Jeremiah declared clearly the conditional nature of God's 
promise to Israel: "And at what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a 
kingdom, to build and to plant it; if they do that which is evil in my sight, that they obey not 
my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would bless them" (18:9,10).  
Samuel warned the disobedient Eli: "Therefore Jehovah, the God of Israel, saith, I said 
indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before me for ever: but 
now Jehovah saith, Be it far from me; for them that honour me I will honour, and they that 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed" (I Sam. 2:30).  Thus the promised blessing was 
forfeited, and the house of Eli was cut off, never to be re-established. 
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Immediately after the children of Israel came out of Egypt God gave them this apparently 
unconditional promise: "The Egyptians whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again 
no more for ever" (Ex. 14:13).  But in Deuteronomy 28:68, when taking leave of the 
people, Moses specifically warned them of the consequences of disobedience: “And 
Jehovah will bring thee into Egypt again with ships, by the way whereof I said unto thee, 
Thou shalt see it no more again: and there ye shall sell yourselves unto your enemies for 
bondsmen and bondswomen, and no man shall buy you." 
 
Another classic example of an apparently unconditional promise was that given through 
the prophet Jonah: "Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown" (3:4).  But when the 
people of Nineveh repented the city was spared.  Although Jonah wanted to see the city 
destroyed, and was greatly disappointed when it was not, he did not feel that God had 
violated His promise, for we read: “But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry.  
And he prayed unto Jehovah, and said, I pray thee, O Jehovah, was not this my saying, 
when I was yet in my country?  Therefore I hasted to flee unto Tarshish; for I knew that 
thou art a gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in loving kindness, and 
repentest thee of the evil” (4:1-2). 
 
Numerous other such warnings might be cited.  But these are sufficient to show that no 
promise will be fulfilled to a disobedient and rebellious people.  It was not necessary, and it 
would not have been good literary form, for the sacred writer to have repeated the threat of 
punishment or disinheritance every time a promise was given.  But it was repeated often 
enough that the observant reader would know that God would be under no obligation to 
fulfil any promise to a disobedient Israel.  On this basis we have no hesitation in saying 
that all of the promises that were made to Israel in the Old Testament either have been 
fulfilled, or they have been forfeited through disobedience. 
 

Loraine Boettner, The Millenium, p. 378-9 
 
The Fatal Error of Premillenialism  
 
Let us suppose, for a moment, that the Premills are correct, and that Jesus did come to establish an 
earthly kingdom.  Then suppose that everything had gone according to plan and that the Jews would 
have accepted Jesus as the Messiah.  What then?  Jesus would have inaugurated His earthly kingdom 
in power and glory in Jerusalem. 
 
What about the cross?  What about the atonement—the fundamental concept of the sacrificial system 
that pointed to Christ on the cross!?  Some may say some other way would have been made.  Yet, 
Jesus in the garden stated the cross was the only way. 
 
The End of Judaism  
 

Isaiah 65:9,15  
 

“And I will bring forth a seed out of Jacob, and out of Judah an inheritor of my 
mountains:  and mine elect shall inherit it, and my servants shall dwell there. 
“And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen:  for the Lord God shall slay 
thee, and call his servants by another name.” 

 
When Jesus was rejected by Israel and her leaders, the Pharisees and elders, He rejected them, and 
appointed a new set of officials—the Apostles—through whom He would establish His Church. 
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He said to the Jewish rulers: 
 

“The kingdom of God shall be taken away from you, and shall be given to a nation 
[the Church] bringing forth fruits thereof.” (Matthew 21:43) 

 
In rejecting and crucifying their Saviour, Paul says of them 
 

“Wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.”  (1 Thessalonians 2:16) 
 
The entire Old Testament came to an end and in its place the New Testament became the instrument 
whereby God deals with His people, His Church. 
 
New Testament Israelites  
 
The infant church was exclusively Jewish, and is proved by this very fact to be the continuation and 
successor of the Old Testament Church.  It was later, when Peter was sent to Cornelius (Acts 10) that 
Gentiles entered the Church at all.  And it was decades later before the Church became predominantly 
Gentile. 
 
In the Old Testament when Gentiles turned to Jehovah as proselytes, they became Israelites.  Similarly, 
when Gentiles were saved by faith in Jesus, they became New Testament Israelites!  New Testament 
believers are New Testament Israelites, and the New Covenant relates exclusively to them.  Consider: 
 

“They that are of faith, the same are the seed of Abraham.”  (Galatians 3:7) 
 
“There can be neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, male nor female, for ye are all 
one man in Christ Jesus.  And if ye are Christ’s then are ye Abraham’s seed, heirs 
according to the promise.”  (Galatians 3:28,29) 
 
Paul declared that the wall separating Jews and Gentiles has been removed that 
He “might reconcile them both in one body unto God through the cross.”  
(Ephesians 2:14-16) 

 
In the Church there are no promises or privileges given to any one group or nationality which do not 
apply equally to others.  How could Paul be any plainer or more straightforward in what he says? 
 
The Remnant  
 
Throughout Old Testament history, when the Jews fell into apostasy, there was often a Remnant that 
remained true to Jehovah, while the majority were cut off.  Consider: 
 

¨  Abraham’s own family—only Isaac was the heir of God’s promise.  Ishmael and six 
sons of Keturah were cast off. 

 
¨  Of Isaac’s sons, only Jacob, not Esau, received the promises. 

 
¨  In apostate Israel, Isaiah wrote “for though thy people, Israel, be as the sand of the 

sea, only a Remnant of them shall return” (from the captivity of Babylon).  (Isaiah 10:22) 
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¨  Micah spoke of “the Remnant of Israel”. (2:12) 
 

¨  Zechariah spoke of the “the Remnant of this people” returning to Jerusalem. (8:6-8) 
 

¨  In accordance with this, Paul said it was “the Remnant” of Jews as constituting the New 
Testament Church. (Romans 9:27) 

 
These alone (the Remnant) were God’s people during times of apostasy, and the others were cast off, 
never to be reinstated except when they as individuals turn and receive Jesus as Saviour. 
 
Legitimate Judaism  
 
Legitimate Judaism with its divine origin was composed of a very specific content of religious and civil 
laws, a priesthood, rituals, sacrifices, a temple, sabbath, etc.  With the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
dispersion of the people in AD 70, that system was effectively destroyed.  It has since not been practiced 
anywhere in the world. 
 
Anyone claiming to be a Jew and accepting the authority of the Old Testament has a problem:  either 
come to God through Jesus, or else there is no way to God because the Old Testament way of rituals, 
sacrifice and offering is simply not available.  Present day Israel is far away from Old Testament 
Judaism.  Having established the state of Israel, the Jews have found traditional Judaism is not in 
harmony with the ideas of 20th century life, nor is it compatible with the functioning of a modern state. 
 
There are no legitimate Jews anywhere! 
 
Present Judaism has developed a book of rabbinical writings—a collection of religious and civil laws with 
commentary—known as the Talmud.  Hence present day Judaism is different from the religion of the Old 
Testament. 
 
God’s Chosen Ones  
 

¨  Revelation 2:9 Jews of Smyrna were of the synagogue of Satan, and not real Jews. 
 
¨  Galatians 4:21-31 “Do you not hear the Law?”  Paul is interpreting Genesis and Isaiah 

54.  He gives historic Genesis and prophetic Isaiah.  He says the church is not just A 
people, but in Christ, the ONLY heirs. 

 
Sarah and Isaac replace Hagar and Ishmael.  The New Covenant and Christ replace the Old Covenant 
and the Jewish people.  He teaches only we, of the heavenly Jerusalem, the New Covenant Israel, are 
heirs. 
 
See verse 30.  Present-flesh Israel is ‘cast out’; Future-flesh Israel ‘shall not be heirs’ with the church. 
 
Examine Ishmael in his typological first reference.  He is firstborn of Abraham, promised to be a great 
nation with twelve princes under the care and blessing of God.  This is the prophetic pattern of Israel 
after the flesh.  Ishmael—a type of Israel after the flesh—also portrays the rebellion of Israel against 
Christ and Israel’s consequent fate, “cast out”. 
 

¨  John 8:31,33,37,39,42,44  Jesus clearly states that these Jews did not have God 
as their father.  “You are of your father the devil.” (v 49) 

¨  1 John 2:23 Whoever denies the Son hath not the Father. 
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¨  Romans 9:6-8 Flesh Israel are not the children of God. 

 
Romans 11:1-32 The Remnant is saved.  The true tree of Israel came out of the old order into that 
which God intended for them, as also did repentant Gentiles.  One must identify the broken-off branch 
as a group (Romans 9:31,32; 11:7).  “Israel which followed after the law of righteousness … hath not 
obtained … were cut off!”  Flesh Israel that followed after the law is the opposite of the elect Remnant of 
grace (Romans 11:5,7-10) that is noted in Hosea 1:10; 2:23, each reference identified by Paul and Peter 
as the prophesied true Israel, the Church (Romans 9:22-26; 1 Peter 2:4-10). 
 
“So all Israel shall be saved.”  (Romans 11:26a)  Yes, but which Israel?  Out of old Israel only a 
Remnant was saved (Isaiah 10:22,23; 5:1-14; Romans 9:27; Matthew 8:10-12).  “All Israel” is the 
Remnant of old Israel and the believing Gentiles, together making the Church, the Israel of God. 
 

DISPENSATIONALISM  
 
Dr. Scofield says that, “A dispensation is a period of time during which man is tested in respect to 
obedience to some specific revelation of the will of God”.  Dr. J.G. Vos defines dispensationalism as 
follows:  “… that false system of Bible interpretation represented by the writings of J. N. Darby and 
the Scofield reference Bible (SRB) which divides the history of mankind into seven distinct ‘periods’ or 
‘dispensations’, and affirms that in each period God deals with the human race on the basis of some 
one specific principle.  (Dispensationalism denies the spiritual identity of Israel and the Church, and 
tends to set ‘grace’ and ‘law’ against each other as mutually exclusive principles.) 
 

Much of the following information is reprinted from Loraine Boettner’s book, The Millennium. 
 
1. Innocence:  the period in Eden, from the creation of Adam and Eve until the Fall. 
 
2. Conscience: from the Fall until the Flood.  Conscience is defined as the knowledge of right 

and wrong, and in this period it became man’s guide.  No Scripture proof is given to show why 
this period as contrasted with the others should be characterized as pre-eminently that of 
Conscience. 

 
3. Human Government: from the Flood until the call of Abraham.  Again no reason is given, nor is 

any apparent, for this designation.  If this term had been applied to the time of Moses there would 
have been at least an apparent reason, for at that time much of the civil and religious life of Israel 
was placed under human administrators. 

 
4. Promise: from the call of Abraham to the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai.  Special 

promises were given at this time to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses; but these were essentially 
the same as the all-embracing promise of redemption given in Gen. 3:15 immediately after the 
Fall. 

 
5. Law: from the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai through most of the public ministry of Christ.  

The Gospels are assigned primarily to the era of Law rather than that of Grace, despite the fact 
that Christ said, "The law and the prophets were until John," Luke 16:16; and John wrote, "For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ" (John 1:17). 
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6. Grace: from the closing days of the public ministry of Christ until the Second Coming.  This is 
the period of the Church. It is free from Law as a means of salvation, and lives exclusively in the 
realm of Grace. 

 
7.  Kingdom:  the Millennium, a one thousand year period, from the return of Christ until the 

end of His reign on earth. 
 

Dr. Berkhof points out that there are serious objections to the dispensational view and lists the 
following: 
 
“(a) The word 'dispensation' (oikonomia), which is a Scriptural term (cf. Luke 16:2-4; I Cor. 9:17; Eph. 
1:10; 3:2,9; Col. 1:25; 1 Tim. 1:4) is here used in an un-Scriptural sense. It denotes a stewardship, an 
arrangement, or an administration, but never a testing time or a time of probation. 
 
"(b) The distinctions are clearly arbitrary. This is evident already from the fact that dispensationalists 
themselves sometimes speak of them as overlapping. The second dispensation is called the 
dispensation of conscience, but according to Paul conscience was still the monitor of the Gentiles in 
his day (Rom. 2:14,15).The third is known as the dispensation of human government, but the specific 
command in it which was disobeyed and therefore rendered man liable to judgement, was not the 
command to rule the world for God-of which there is no trace-but the command to replenish the earth. 
The fourth is designated the dispensation of promise and is supposed to terminate with the giving of 
the law, but Paul says that the law did not disannul the promise, and that this was still in effect in his 
own day (Rom. 4:13-17; Gal. 3:15-29).  The so-called dispensation of the law is replete with glorious 
promises, and the so-called dispensation of grace did not abrogate the law as a rule of life … 
 
“(c) According to the usual representation of this theory man is on probation right along. He failed in 
the first test and thus missed the reward of eternal life, but God was compassionate and in mercy 
gave him a new trial. Repeated failures led to repeated manifestations of the mercy of God in the 
introduction of new trials, which, however, kept man on probation all the time… This representation is 
contrary to Scripture, which does not represent fallen man as still on probation, but as an utter failure, 
totally unable to render obedience to God, and as absolutely dependent on the grace of God for 
salvation. 
 
"(d) This theory is also divisive in tendency, dismembering the organism of Scripture with disastrous 
results. Those parts of Scripture that belong to any one of the dispensations are addressed to, and 
have normative significance for, the people of that dispensation, and for no one else… The Bible is 
divided into two books, the Book of the kingdom, comprising the Old Testament and part of the New, 
addressed to Israel; and the Book of the Church, consisting of the remainder of the New Testament, 
addressed to us. Since the dispensations do not intermingle, it follows that in the dispensation of the 
law there is no revelation of the grace of God, and in the dispensation of grace there is no revelation 
of the law as binding on the New Testament people of God. If space permitted, it would not be difficult 
to prove that this is an entirely untenable position" (Systematic Theology, pp.290, 291). 
 
Instead of setting forth God's dealings with man under seven dispensations, the Bible sets forth two 
covenants, the Covenant of Works, and the Covenant of Grace. It then divides the Covenant of Grace 
into two dispensations or administrations, (1) that of the Old Testament, and (2) that of the New 
Testament. 
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Dispensational Scofield Notes Answered  
 

Much of the following notes are reprinted from Analyzing Scofield by Rev. Charles Gilbert Weston. 
 
SCOFIELD note (SRB 1917) on Mt 6:33.. "The kingdom of God is to be distinguished from the 
kingdom of heaven." Part (4), "The kingdom of God ... is chiefly that which is inward and spiritual; 
while the kingdom of heaven is organic, and is to be manifested in glory on the earth." Scofield 
implies that one does not enter the kingdom of heaven by being born again, this is required only for 
entering the kingdom of God. See also Scofield note (SRB 1917, 1967) and (I Co 15:24 part 4.) 
 
ANSWER: Such a view causes more problems. Jesus said, "Except ye be converted...ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven." (Mt 18:3.) "Except a man be born again he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." (Jn 3:3.) The kingdom of God and the kingdom of heaven are one and the same. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SCOFIELD note (SRB 1917, 1967) on Mt 11:11: "John Baptist was as great morally, as any man 
'born of woman,' but as to the kingdom he but announced it at hand.  The kingdom did not then come, 
but was rejected, and John was martyred and the King presently crucified. The least in the kingdom 
when it is set up in glory…will be...in the fullness of power and glory. It is not heaven which is in 
question, but Messiah's kingdom." 
 
ANSWER: Scofield here, as often, makes antichristian Israel sovereign over God, as if their 
opposition spoiled God's plans and purpose and the kingdom had to be postponed. What impossible 
nonsense! (Cf. Isa 46:10.) 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
SCOFIELD note (SRB 1967) on Jn 18:36: "'My kingdom is not of this world' - this verse has 
erroneously been taken to mean that Christ was disavowing that his kingdom would be established 
on earth." 
 
ANSWER: Read Eph 1:19-23, which shows this Scofield teaching is utterly false. This is God's 
description of Christ's present exaltation. It is described again in Php 2:9-10; 1Ti 6:15-17 and Mt 
28:18. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
SCOFIELD note (SRB 1917, 1967) on Mt 11:28: "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden 
and I will give you rest." "The new message of Jesus. The rejected King, now turns from the rejecting 
nation, and offers, not the kingdom, but rest and service to such in the nation as are conscious of 
need. It is a pivotal point in the ministry of Jesus" (1917,1967). 
 
ANSWER: Mt 11:28: "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest, 
take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." How beautifully these words fit together with 
the very beginning of Jesus' message. These blessings are for those who are born again, finding rest 
in the loving care of Jesus. 
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"In old Israel when the Jews said the Shema, it was their formula for taking the yoke of the kingdom." 
(Life and Times of Jesus, pg. 267, par. 3, by Edersheim). "Take my yoke" in Jewish context meant 
entering the kingdom. Jesus never changed his message. 
 
Scofield overlooked verse Mt 11:27.  Jesus said, "All things are delivered unto me by my Father." 
Also Mt 28:18: "All authority is given unto me in heaven and in earth." He is speaking of his kingship. 
(Ps 2:6-7; Ac 13:33.) What is he saying?  "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I 
will give you rest unto your souls." You will have entered the kingdom that cannot be moved.  I am 
able to care for you.  All things are delivered into my hands.  Scofield says the new message, "The 
rejected King now turns from the rejecting nation and offers, not the kingdom but rest and service to 
all who are in conscious need of his help" (1967).  In Mt 12, Jesus healed a man deaf, blind and 
possessed of the devil.  "And all the people were amazed and said, Is this not the son of David, the 
King?” 
 
The Pharisees tried to smear the name of Jesus, saying he was possessed of the devil.  Jesus—
talking about the kingdom—said, “If I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God 
has come unto you.” 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SCOFIELD note (SRB 1917,1967) on Mt 3:2: "The kingdom of heaven ... signifies the Messianic earth 
rule of Jesus Christ." (1917) "The kingdom of heaven will be realized in the future millennial kingdom" 
(1967). 
 
ANSWER:  That is heresy!  Jesus told Pilate, "My kingdom is not of this world, If my kingdom were of 
this world then would my servants fight." His kingdom is of the new creation.  Peter in Acts 2:22-26 
and Paul in Acts 13:22, 33, 47, their first recorded sermons, make it clear that the Davidic Covenant 
is fulfilled with its accompanying Messianic Psalms, 2 and 110:1. Paul comments on 110:1 at 1 Co 
15:24-26, showing Christ in his present session working from his heavenly throne conquering every 
enemy.  There is no honest teaching that would bring that throne to earth for the Father says it is in 
heaven and the Son is to sit there UNTIL he puts all enemies under his feet. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SCOFIELD note (SRB 1917,1967) on Dt 30:3:"It is important to see that the nation (Israel) has never 
as yet taken the land under the unconditional Abrahamic Covenant, nor has it ever possessed the 
whole land." 
 
ANSWER:  The conditional physical land promise to Moses and the nation, (Ex 3:8,17; Lev 18:28) 
was completely fulfilled. (Jos 21:43,45.) "And the Lord gave unto Israel all the land which he sware to 
give unto their fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therein.  There failed not ought of any good 
thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel, all came to pass." 
 
The unconditional land promise to Abraham's SEED was a different promise.  The Apostle Paul 
defined this different promise in Gal 3:16, saying God made promises to Abraham concerning 
Abraham's SEED that the promises were to the single descendant, Jesus Christ, in whom all the 
nations would be blessed, (Ge 22:17-18); the same to Isaac, (Ge 26:4) and to Jacob, (Ge 28:13-14.) 
Scofield very conveniently HAS NO EXPLANATORY NOTES on these Scriptures.  Many modern 
Bible translations have furthered Scofield's Abrahamic Covenant error by changing SEED from the 
singular (Christ) to the plural "descendants" and thus have substituted the many physical 
descendants as heirs to the promises in place of the one true spiritual, inheritor, Jesus Christ!  This is 
a crucial error of immense import.  PauI further develops the meaning of SEED to include all those 
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who are in the Body of Christ. (Gal 3:26-29; Ro 12:5.) The promises of the land and of multiplying the 
SEED are fulfilled forever in the saints of the Body of Christ who have, do now, and will occupy his 
Kingdom in this present age. (Heb 11:8-16.) 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SCOFIELD note (SRB 1917, 1967) on Lev 23:24  "these trumpets, always symbols of testimony, are 
connected with the regathering and repentance of Israel after the church, or pentecostal period is 
ended." 
 
And SCOFIELD note (SRB 1917, 1967) on Lev 23:27, last lines: "Historically the fountain of Zec 13 
was opened at the crucifixion, but rejected by the Jews of that and succeeding centuries.  After the 
regathering of Israel the fountain will be efficaciously 'opened' to Israel." 
 
ANSWER:  Scofield speaks above as if he were God.  But Lk 13:25-28 says, "When once the master 
of the house has risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at 
the door saying, Lord, Lord open to us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence 
you are ... depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity.  There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and 
you yourselves shut out." 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SCOFIELD note (SRB 1917, 1967) on Lk 13:28: HE HAS NO NOTE HERE.  What could he say that 
would not contradict Jesus? 
 
Jesus also gives the parable of the tares in the field that shall be destroyed first at his coming at the 
harvest at the end of the age: (Mt 13:37-43; 13:47-50.) No second chance.  The end of the age will 
bring every person to his eternal destiny. 
 
Any doctrine that clearly contradicts a plain, clear statement of Scripture, be it prophecy or the words 
of Jesus, cannot be true, no matter how many Scriptures are quoted in an attempt to prove otherwise 
or that contradict Moses' statement in Ac 3:22-23: "Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall 
the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me, him shall ye hear in all things 
whatsoever he shall say unto you ... Every soul which will not hear that prophet shall be destroyed 
from among the people." 
 
God said upon condition of your disobedience, "I will make Jerusalem a curse to all nations of the 
earth." (Jer 26:4-8.) Those pinning their hopes on an earthly city will be cursed along with her.  There 
is no salvation at all for the earthly city, as Gal 4:22-30 plainly teaches. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

SCOFIELD note (SRB 1917, 1967) from Introduction to THE FOUR GOSPELS part I, “… the mind 
should be freed from presuppositions, especially the notion that the Church is the true Israel.” 
 
ANSWER: Scofield asks you to free your mind from the truth of the biblical teaching of the Church 
and swallow his false teaching.  Listen to Paul, (Ro 2:28-29): "For he is not a Jew, which is one 
outwardly; but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit 
and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men but of God." See also Ro 9:6b-8: "They are not all 
Israel which are of Israel.  Neither because they are of the seed of Abraham, are they all children; but, 
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in Isaac shall thy seed be called." That is, "They which are the children of the flesh, these are NOT 
the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted for the SEED." (cf.  Hos 1: 10; Ro 
9:24-26.) 
 
G. Campbell Morgan, in 1943, two years before he passed to be with the Lord, wrote to a 
correspondent concerning the union of Israel and the church: "I am quite convinced that all the 
promises made to Israel are found, are finding and will find their perfect fulfillment in the church.  It is 
true that in time past, in my expositions, I gave a definite place to Israel in the purposes of God. I 
have now come to the conviction, as I have just said, that it is the new and spiritual Israel that is 
intended." (Letter to Rev.  H.F. Wright, New Brunswick, Victoria.  From A New Heaven and a New 
Earth, Archibald Hughes, Presbyterian and Reformed Press, Box 185, Nutley, N.J.) 
 

DISPENSATIONAL DIFFICULTIES  
by Ralph Woodrow, July 1982 

 
There are very fine Christian people, good and dear friends of mine, who believe in that form of 
prophetic interpretation known as "dispensationalism." While I am not a dispensationalist, the fact that 
both sides believe in Jesus—the fact that we believe he is coming again--provides a basis of 
fellowship which I admire and cherish.  This is most important because, after all, no one "knows it all" 
and we should always remain teachable and charitable as we endeavour to grow in grace and 
knowledge.  Asking that the reader will keep these preliminary comments in mind, I do want to set 
forth a challenge—in love—regarding what I have termed “dispensational difficulties”. 
 
First of all, we should look at the very word dispensation. It is commonly assumed that a dispensation 
is a period of time.  Thus did C. I. Scofield define it in his note on Genesis 1:28: "A dispensation is a 
period of time during which man is tested in respect to some specific revelation of the will of God." But 
the word dispensation does not mean a period of time. 
 
The English word "dispensation" is given the following meaning in the dictionary: "Act of dispensing or 
dealing out; that which is dispensed, dealt out." We are all familiar with modern-day machines which 
dispense various products--candy bars, soda pop, etc.  One puts in his money and the machine 
dispenses the product.  When a preacher might say, “A dispensation of the gospel is committed unto 
me" (1 Cor. 9:17), it involves the fact that he has been entrusted to dispense the gospel. 
 
But to more closely understand the meaning of the word dispensation as used in the Bible we should 
notice the word in the Greek from which it is translated: oikonomia.  It is defined in Strong’s 
Concordance as “administration (of a household or estate) specifically a (religious) economy.” It 
appears in the following verses—1 Cor. 9:17; Eph. 1:10, 3:2; Col. 1:25; Lk. 16:1-8; Titus 1:7--in which 
it is translated "dispensation," "steward" or "stewardship”. 
 
The reference in Luke 16 tells about a rich man's steward who failed to properly carry out his 
"stewardship (administration, dispensation)." When Paul said a dispensation of the gospel was 
commited unto him, it involved his stewardship regarding the preaching of the gospel.  Nor was this 
"dispensation" something given only to Paul, for in Titus 1:7 he said that each minister is to be 
"blameless, as the steward of God; not selfwilled, not soon angry," etc.  "Steward" here is the same 
word translated "dispensation." 
 
Paul spoke of the purpose of God in gathering men to Christ "in the dispensation (stewardship, 
administration) of the fullness of times" (Eph. 1: 10); of "the dispensation, (stewardship, 
administration) of the grace of God" (Eph. 3:2); and that he was "a minister, according to the 
dispensation (stewardship, administration) of God" (Col. 1:25). Once one sees that the word 
dispensation involves stewardship, the idea of it meaning a period of time, perhaps many centuries, is 
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totally out of the question.  Neither is there any basis for the idea that Paul in preaching the gospel 
was ushering in an entirely different program for the next 2,000 years. 
 
We recognize, of course, that there are some distinctions in God's dealings with man as, for example, 
a difference between the old covenant and the new.  In the old, men looked forward to the death of 
Christ.  Now, we look back, as it were, to his finished work. It is not that God has a bunch of different 
plans, however, for either way salvation centers in Christ.  We realize also that not all things, even 
though recorded in the Bible, apply to all people at all times.  When we read the command, "Build an 
ark," the message was obviously to Noah because a flood was coming.  This is not a command to 
build an ark once the flood was past! 
 
But dispensationalists go clear beyond these simple distinctions.  They outline certain periods of time, 
call them dispensations, and state that "seven such dispensations are distinguished in the scriptures” 
(Scofield Reference Bible note on Gen. 1:28).  It seems to me that this use of the number seven is 
completely arbitrary. 
 
"But," some question, "doesn't the Bible say we are to ‘rightly divide the word’? Doesn’t this mean we 
must divide the Bible up into ‘dispensations' in order to understand it?” No.  When Paul told Timothy 
to rightly “divide” the word of truth (2 Tim. 2:15), he simply meant he was to preach the word properly.  
As a workman or builder who does a good job is not ashamed, so Timothy was to be approved to 
God by properly preaching the word, not in the erroneous way Hymenaeus and Philetus had done 
(see 2 Tim. 2:1-18).  In no way does any of this support the idea of dividing the Bible up into 
dispensations.  The word "dividing" did not have that meaning when the King James version was 
translated and it cannot have that meaning now (see any translation such as Williams, Moffat, Lamsa, 
Weymouth, Beck, Rotherham, Goodspeed, etc.). For dispensationalists to use this verse as a "proof 
text" tends to show how weak, scripturally, their method of interpretation really is. 
 
Dispensationalists teach that the gospel of the kingdom and the gospel of the grace of God are, in 
effect, two different gospels.  But the Bible shows that the gospel of the kingdom is the gospel of the 
grace of God (Acts 20:24, 25).  There are not two gospels (Gal. 1:7,8).  The same gospel that is the 
power of God unto salvation is for Jews and Greeks (Rom. 1:16).  Dispensationalists not only teach 
two gospels, as it were, but two kingdoms-- attempting to make a distinction between the kingdom of 
God and the kingdom of heaven!  This is done even though the terms are used interchangeably! (Mt 
19:23, 24).  Dispensationalists teach that God has two different people--that the Jews are his earthly 
people and the church his heavenly people.  This stands in striking contrast to the repeated scriptural 
revelation that all are made one in Christ--not on the basis of race, but by grace! (Eph. 2:13-19). 
 
Two gospels?  Two kingdoms?  Two people? Finally this method of “dividing” is carried to the utmost 
when dispensationalists divide the return of Christ into TWO events.  If Christ returns twice, the 
coming  that follows the second coming would be the third coming of Christ--an expression obviously 
unscriptural. 
 
In an attempt to explain this difficulty, some dispensational writers come right out and say that the 
rapture is not the coming of the Lord—that the rapture takes place seven years before his coming.  If 
this were true, a whole list of scriptures would become meaningless.  Christians are to be patient until 
the COMING of the Lord (James 5:7), are to occupy until he COMES (Lk. 19:13), are waiting for his 
COMING (1 Cor. 1:7), Christ will receive believers unto himself when he COMES (John 14:3), etc.  If 
the rapture is an event seven years before the "coming" of the Lord, what could these verses mean?  
How could a believer be patient until the coming of the Lord, for example, if seven years before the 
coming of the Lord he was already raptured? 
 



Page 74  Historical Interpretation of Prophetic Scripture 

But the dispensational difficulties do not stop here.  We are plainly told in the Bible that the time of the 
Lord's coming will be unknown, that the day and hour is not revealed, and that it will come as a thief 
in the night (Mt. 24:36,37; 2 Peter 3:4,10).  But if the rapture is a separate event to take place seven 
years before the "coming" of the Lord, literally thousands of people would know the day and hour.  
They would only have to count seven years from the time the Christians had disappeared! 
 
According to the Bible, however, the time when the saints are " caught up to meet the Lord in the air" 
is the "COMING of the Lord" and is called such in these exact words (l Thess. 4:15,16). When I was a 
teenager I once read the entire New Testament through to see--for myself--if it really anywhere taught 
the idea of two second comings (or two stages of the second coming) of Christ.  My conclusion was 
the same as that of Oswald Smith who said that one can go clear through the New Testament and 
will "fail to discover any indication of the so-called 'two-stages' of our Lord's coming." 
 
I believe a valid point is made by a little tract titled, All Scriptures which Teach the Second Coming of 
Christ will be in Two Stages, for when one opens it up, the pages are BLANK!  You may write to me 
for copies.  You see, not only is this dispensational concept of a two-stage return of Christ not in the 
Bible, it is not found in the writings of the church fathers, none of the reformers ever taught it, and no 
Christians ever believed it until the last century! It originated around 1830 and was later spread 
through the notes of the Scofield Reference Bible.  It is of comparatively modern origin.  I am certain 
that many fine Christian dispensationalists are simply not familiar with this fact. 
 
Dispensationalists commonly talk about "the great tribulation period" as a seven year period between 
their "two stages" of the second coming.  One might easily get the impression that such a period is 
solidly based on New Testament scripture.  The fact is, the New Testament never mentions a seven 
year tribulation period--though it does mention tribulation in a general sense and in various times or 
places.  Only by going to the Old Testament and forcing an artificial "gap" between the 69th and 70th 
"week of Daniel's prophecy (Dan. 9:24-27) can they come up with any scripture at all for the idea of a 
seven year period. 
 
To teach that the70th week of Daniel is a future tribulation period, to me, is a strange conclusion 
when the fulfillment for each basic part of that prophecy may be found in other verses of scripture. 
The theme of the seventy weeks prophecy is the "Messiah"--Jesus Christ But dispensationalists apply 
much of it to the Antichrist--instead of Jesus Christ--even though Antichrist is nowhere mentioned in 
the passage!  Then upon this is assumption, dispensationalists say the Antichrist will make and break 
a covenant with the Jews.  But neither, word "make" or “break” appears in connection with the word 
covenant. 
 
Dispensationalists commonly claim that this covenant will be made right after the rapture--a seven 
year covenant with the Jews allowing them to offer animal sacrifices in a rebuilt temple at Jerusalem.  
Then almost in the next breath, they may say the rapture can take place "at any moment!" How could 
it--considering their ideas which require a rebuilt temple since the temple has not been rebuilt and 
there are no plans to do so? 
 
Because the seventy weeks prophecy was aimed at "Daniel's people," dispensationalists teach that 
their dispensational seven year tribulation period is "the time of Jacob's trouble" mentioned in 
Jeremiah 30:7.  But everything in this prophecy, including the phrase "the latter days," is explained in 
other verses as having already taken place clear back in the judgements that led into the Babylonian 
captivity.  This was centuries before Jesus was born! 
 
Dispensationalists commonly place all of Matthew 24 in the future--as though it is describing events to 
occur just before the return of Christ.  In doing this, they fail to take into account the fact that Jesus 
was answering questions about the destruction of the temple—not just his second coming (Mt. 24:1-
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3; Mk. 13:1,2).  They talk about the earthquakes, wars, and famines as sure signs of the end.  But 
Jesus, right within this chapter, in effect said these were not signs of the end--"the end is not yet" 
(verse 6)--the "end" in the view here being the destruction of Jerusalem! (It is a different Greek word 
than that used in the expression "end of the world" in verse 3.) Living on this side of the fulfillment, we 
know that Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed in the year 70 A.D. by the Gentiles (Romans), 
fulfilling, the words of Jesus about one stone not being left upon another (verse 2). 
 
In Luke 21 (the parallel account to Matthew 24) we read that “Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled" (Lk. 21:24).  The expression “the times of the 
Gentiles” is taken to mean long centuries of time by the dispensationalists--as though it were a 
“dispensational” period measuring to the rapture and ending because after this God "turns back to the 
Jew." Well, I can only say that the more normal meaning—considering the setting and context--would 
be that “the times of the Gentiles” were those times (years) it took the Gentiles to tread down 
Jerusalem—to continue the siege and bring about its destruction.  This began in 66 A.D. and ended 
in 70 A.D., the main conflict lasting, apparently, three and a half years.  We know how many "times" 
were involved.  It seems to me the only reason some would try to stretch this out 2,000 years is 
simply to uphold a theory.  The same verse shows that Jews would be led away captive into all 
nations (Lk. 21:24)--which did happen following the destruction of Jerusalem.  So much is clarified if 
one simply keeps in mind the questions to which this passage was given to answer--questions 
involving the destruction that was to befall Jerusalem. (Lk 21:5-7). 
 
Dispensationalists teach that when Jesus said, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand" (Mk 1:15), he intended to set up his kingdom.  But when the Jews rejected him, he had to go to 
the cross, they say, and so postponed his kingdom until his second coming.  This is known as "the 
kingdom postponement theory," an important point in the dispensational outline.  They fail to see that 
the kingdom which Christ came to set up, and indeed did set up, is a spiritual kingdom.  This failure 
on the part of dispensationalists to recognize the kingdom as a present reality makes a real difficulty 
in explaining Mark 1:15, for then either (1) Jesus actually thought the kingdom was at hand but was 
mistaken, or (2) he knew it would be postponed 2,000 years, but preached it was at hand anyhow! 
 
Dispensationalists claim they take the Bible literally--some even claim that in a future "dispensation" 
God will again accept animal sacrifices for sin. They quote certain Old Testament portions such as 
Ezekiel 40 - 48.  But none of the New Testament writers ever said anything about restored animal 
sacrifices in the future.  Instead, their united testimony was that CALVARY was the final sacrifice in 
God's program forever! (Heb. 10:10-14). 
 
I really don’t like using "tags"--like calling fellow Christians "dispensationalists" and then pointing out 
what I feel are difficulties with their method of interpretation.  I have used this tag only for clarification. 
It is not meant in an unkind or disrespectful way.  Also, I must point out that in this brief space I have 
only been able to share highlights.  All of these things are developed much more completely and with 
supporting Biblical and historical references in my books Great Prophecies of the Bible and His Truth 
is Marching On! 
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Summary  
 
I have always loved to study God's Word, and have found eschatology (study of 
the end times) fascinating. Although I didn't really embrace the most commonly 
held view of Futurism, I certainly was familiar with its tenets, and the some of the 
difficulties that arose (in my opinion) in believing it. 
 
Everything started to change for me more than 20 years ago when my pastor 
(also my father-in-law), Henk Katerberg, asked me to read the book, Daniel's 
70th Week , by Robert Caringola. When I finished reading the book, I remember 
thinking,  

 
“This can't be true! If it is--this would 'blow fut urism out of the water'!  “ 

 
Caringola's book examines the widely-held view of the end times called Futurism 
(the belief that most of the events of the book of Revelation are still to be fulfilled 
in the future) and points out: 

i. how Futurism was introduced into the church historically, and  
ii. its Scriptural inconsistencies 

 
He then examines how the view of the end times that was held before Futurism--
and embraced by many great men of God (that we all love to quote!)--is 
Historicism ( the belief that many of the events of the book of Revelation have 
already occurred). At this point in my journey, I felt this couldn't be true--it was 
too radical in its implications if, in fact, it was true! 
 
I called up the author, Robert Caringola, in Arkansas and asked for his sources. 
We then attended a conference in Arkansas where Historicism was taught in 
detail, and other related resources were made available. 
 
As it turns out, much of Caringola's work was based on one of the most 
exhaustive studies of the book of Revelation ever completed: done by the great 
English scholar, E.B. Elliott written around 1840, called The Horae Apocalypticae 
(Latin for ''spending hours in the book of revelation"). Apparently, very large 
books in the early 19th century had to have Latin titles!  
 
This started me on my own journey of discovery...   
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I started studying the book by Elliott, described by Wikipedia: 
 

Horae Apocalypticae (Hours with the Apocalypse) is doubtless the most 
elaborate work ever produced on the Apocalypse. Without an equal in 
exhaustive research in its field, it was occasioned by the futurist attack on 
the Historical School of interpretation. Begun in 1837, its 2,500 pages are 
buttressed by some 10,000 invaluable references to ancient and modern 
works. It ran through five editions (1844, 1846, 1847, 1851 and 1862). 

 
One of my Christian heroes is Charles Spurgeon--who wrote in 1876, the year 
after Elliott died, that the Horae was "the standard work on the subject." So I 
began to study Elliott's book and its detailed references over the next year. 
During the next five years, Historicism became my hobby, and the focal point of 
my Bible teaching. 
 
 
In Summary, because the future hasn't happened yet no one has authority to say 
"my view is 100% correct!" My response would be--let's wait and see! 
 
That being said, I believe Historicism is the eschatological view best supported 
by Scripture. Embracing Historicism has brought the prophetic Scriptures alive! I 
hate feeling that I have to force the Scriptures to say something they don't really 
say in order to fit into some particular view; this is why I believe Historicism. 
 
A few other related thoughts: 
·  most importantly, be a student of the Scripture, and find out yourself (through 
study and discernment) what you believe.  

·  the study of the end times must never be used to divide us from other brothers 
and sisters in Christ who might not believe what we believe.  

·  eschatology is a non-essential element of the Christian faith: in other words if 
you don't believe Historicism, that's OK!  

 
Make sure your study of God's Word brings you closer to Jesus, to His people, 
and to His purposes in the earth! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Pastor Jim, April 2014  
 



Page 78  Historical Interpretation of Prophetic Scripture 

 
 

 


